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Letter  From  The  Editor 


Angela  Gardner 


Welcome  to  issue  52  of  LadyLike.  This  month's  let- 
ters applaud  our  arrival  at  the  venerable  fifty  mark  and 
here  we  are,  already  two  issues  past  fifty.  To  paraphrase  a 
John  Lequizamo  character,  "They  ask  us  how  we  do  it  and 
we  say,  we  dunno,  we  just  do  it." 

Part  of  just  doing  it,  is  coming  up  with  new  ideas  to  keep 
the  magazine  fresh  and  exciting.  One  of  those  ideas  that  seems 
to  be  a hit  with  readers  is  our  mystery  reader  makeover.  This 
issue  we  bring  you  the  lovely  Barbara,  before  and  after.  I 
think  you'll  find  it  fun  and  maybe  a bit  of  inspiration.  Glam- 
our really  is  something  you  put  on  like  a new  dress,  ya  know. 
To  illustrate  my  point  let  me  share  a tale. 

Recently  Kathy  Griffin,  the  comedian  who  was  the  red 
head  on  Suddenly  Susan,  appeared  on  the  late  night  Greg 
Kilborn  show  on  CBS.  She  had  gone  to  a professional  pho- 
tographer, had  makeup,  hair,  and  wardrobe  done,  and 
brought  along  the  resulting  glamour  photos  to  show  how 
anyone  (who  has  the  right  basic  attributes)  can  be  made  to 
look  like  a hottie.  She,  like  our  reader  makeover,  provided 
before  and  after  shots.  The  "befores"  were  cute  pics  of  her 
in  simple,  sexy  outfits  but  without  the  hair,  makeup  and 
retouching.  The  "after"  shots  kicked  the  glamour  up  to 
Maxim  magazine  level,  at  least.  Va,  va,  va  voom.  She  re- 
ally did  make  a great  hottie.  But,  she's  good  looking  and 
attractive  already.  She's  not  a classic  beauty  as  she  has  some 
quirky  features,  but  with  the  paint  and  costuming  she  looked 
just  as  sexy  as  any  slutty  pop  singer...  or  any  of  the  Victoria's 
Secret  super  models.  And,  she  was  able  to  put  herself  into  a 
sexy,  hottie  frame  of  mind  and  project  that  in  the  photos.  All 
the  hair,  makeup  and  wardrobe  help  on  the  planet  won't  do 
anything  for  you  if  you  can't  project  that  sexy  "something" 
that  makes  the  real  glamour  girl  stand  out. 

Now  for  the  Reality  Check  content  of  this  letter  from 
the  editor.  The  point  here  is  that  if  you  don't  have  any 
major  flaws  that  will  prevent  it,  you  can,  by  getting  into 
the  spirit  of  the  thing,  produce  some  pretty  sexy  shots.  You 
can  star  in  a sexy  photo  spread  and  be  six  feet  five  inchs 
tall.  You  can  have  a deep,  manly  voice  and  a heavy  beard 
but  you  will  be  able  to  make  yourself  look  like  a hot  babe 


for  the  sake  of  glamour  photos.  Of  course,  you  have  to 
remember  that  those  hottie  shots  in  magazines 
are  not  taken  by  the  girls  using  self  timer  cam- 
eras. There  is  a whole  team  of  people 
who  work  behind  the  scenes  and  the 
shoots  can  take  several  hours  just  to  get  one  good 
pose.  As  we  all  know,  glamour  is  a lot  of  work.  Over 
the  top  glamour  takes  even  more  work.  That's  why  we 
do  the  work  for  you  in  our  reader  makeovers.  We  see 
someone  with  hottie  potential  and  we  turn  them  over  to 
specialists  who  do  a professional  job  on  them. 

How  about  going  live?  Will  you  be  able  to  take  your 
glamour  hottie  look  "on  the  road"?  Maybe,  if  you're  ready 
for  even  more  work.  (A  lot,  or  not  too  much  more,  de- 
pending on  things  like  height,  weight,  voice,  etc.)  And,  I 
have  been  behind  the  scenes  on  photo  shoots  and  can  tell 
you  that  the  whole  point  of  getting  the  hot  photo  is  to  hid 
the  reality  of  the  model.  We're  talking  about  glamour  here. 
If  you  look  at  any  of  the  super  models  without  their  makeup 
you'll  find  flaws.  In  the  case  of  those  girls  they  are  all  mi- 
nor flaws  that  we  would  give  our  left  breast  prosthesis  to 
live  with-but  they  do  have  them.  Ever  see  the  no  makeup 
photo  of  Cindy  Crawford  that  ran  in  one  of  the  glamour 
magazines  a few  years  back?  Without  all  the  cosmetic  fixes 
and  enhancements  she  was  still  beautiful  but  more  like  the 
super  model  next  door  than  the  stunningly  beautiful  babe 
in  the  magazines.  Things  that  look  wholly  desirable  in  a 
picture  can  give  a whole  different  feel  up  close  and  in  per- 
son. Masculine  flaws  in  the  TG  model  that  disappear  in  a 
photo  may  stand  out  in  person,  in  light  from  the  wrong 
angle,  or  from  a different  point  of  view.  If  you  are  planning 
on  taking  it  on  the  road  it  is  best  to  just  assume  from  the 
first  that  there  will  be  someone  who  mentions  something 
about  "the  drag  queen"  who  happens  to  be  you.  If  you 
have  done  your  work  and  look  fabulous,  then  so  what  if 
someone  makes  a comment?  It  just  means  that  while  they 
didn't  believe  you  were  a woman  you  know  that  you  made 
an  impression  on  them.  Like  I always  say,  if  you  can't  just 
blend  in  with  the  other  girls  it's  good  to  hear  someone  say 
something  like,  "He's  beautiful,"  or  "You  mean  that's  a 
man?"  It's  good  to  be  awe  inspiring,  ya  know. 

But,  that  brings  us  back  to  stuff  about  how  to  feel  good 
about  yourself  when  you  do  the  thing  you  love  to  do.  That's 
really  a whole  other  letter  from  the  editor  for  another  issue 
somewhere  down  the  road.  Enjoy  this  issue,  and  let  us  know 
if  you  have  any  other  features  you'd  like  to  see  in  the  fu- 
ture. Enjoy! 
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Samantha  Siu 

Height:  5'  9" 

Weight:  180 
Age:  35 

Residence:  Honolulu,  Hawaii 

Hair:  black 

Eyes:  brown 

Dress  size:  12-14 

Shoe  size:  12 

My  favorite  things:  Satin  clothing! 
Power  tools,  Harley  Davidsons. 

Turn  ons:  Anything  satin!  High  heels. 
Long  sexy  hair.  Other  crossdressers. 

Turn  offs:  Snobby  and  rude  people, 
vegetables  and  bodyhair. 

Perfume:  Ciara 
Music:  80’s  Pop/Rock. 

Places:  Japan,  Germany,  hmmm 
Anyplace  that  accepts  girls  like  us! 

Movies:  Shoot  ’em  up-blow  ’em  up 
types 

Activities:  Drawing,  photography, 
riding  my  Harley,  building  things  and 
of  course  CROSSDRESSING! 


Samantha  Siu 

LL:  Hi  Samantha.  Welcome  to  LadyLike.  You  are 
of  Chinese  heritage  and  are  from  the  great  state  of 
Hawaii. 

S:  Yes,  I'm  from  Honolulu.  I'm  35  years  old  and  I've 
been  dressing  on  and  off  for  about  1 4 years. 

LL:  Let's  get  right  to  the  important  questions. 
What  is  your  favorite  clothing ? 

S:  Most  of  my  wardrobe  is  satin.  I think  the  feel  of 
satin  against  my  skin  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  I dress. 

LL:  How  so? 

S:  When  I was  very  young,  thefeel  of  satin  material 
turned  meon.  As  I gotolder,  I alwaysadmiredtheway 
women  dressed.  Once  I left  home  and  got  settled  on 
my  own  I began  to  buy  my  own  feminine  things. 


LL:  Waif  I've  heard  this  story  before!  It's  mine,  and  a lot  of  other  girls,  too.  Did  you  dive  right  in  with 
makeup,  wigs  and  all? 

S:  No  makeup.  Just  the  easy  to  explain  things  like  lingerie. 

LL:  If  you  use  the,  " My  sexy  companion  of  the  evening  left  this  here  last  night"  explanation  I guess  that 
could  work.  But,  if  I was  your  roommate  I might  have  a few  questions  when  more  feminine  frillies  started 
showing  up.  Speaking  of  roomates,  what  was  your  living  arrangement  like  at  that  time? 

S:  I was  sharing  a house  with  my  friend  and  his  family,  so  I could  only  dress  when  everyone  was  gone. 

LL:  Very  stressful.  You  never  know  when  someone  is  gonna  come  home  early. 

S:  Getting  dressed  there  was  kind  of  exciting.  The  possibility  of  being  caught  AND  the  feel  of  all  that  satin 
draped  on  my  totally  shaved  body!  Mmmm.... 


LL:  Please  girl,  control  yourself.  We  have  a whole  interview  to  get  through. 
Were  there  any  women  in  your  life  at  that  time? 

S:  I had  a girlfriend  but  she  did  not  live  with  us.  That  meant 
that  my  feminine  "stash"  was  safe. 

LL:  So  she  never  found  out? 

S:  No,  she  never  found  out  and 
eventually  we  broke  up. 

LL:  We  all  know  what  hap- 
pens when  you  are  stuck  in  a 


continued  on  next  page 
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situation  that  doesn't  allow  you  to  dress  when  you  like. 

S:  Yes!  I could  feel  the  desire  to  dress  "all  the  way"  building  inside  of  me. 

I wanted  it  all.  I finally  got  the  courage  to  buy  lipstick  and  eyeliner.  The 
chances  of  getting  caught  were  greater  now  with  me  using  some  makeup. 

LL:  It  does  take  longer  to  get  off  your  makeup  than  it  does  to  stuff  your 
nightie  under  the  covers. 

S:  And  I just  loved  taking  pictures  of  my  feminine  self. 

LL:  There's  another  hobby  most  of  us  have  gotten  into  because  of  our 
dressing. 

S:  Since  I couldn't  do  that  at  home  I started  renting  hotel  rooms  when  I 
wanted  to  dress  and  take  pictures.  When  I'm  Samantha,  I am  such  a camera 
hog.  I felt  so  sexy!  I used  a Polaroid  camera  with  a self  timer  and  a tripod. 

LL:  You  had  a tripod?  I started  out  balancing  the  Polaroid  on  a shelf.  Not 
very  satisfactory.  But ; please  go  on  with  your  story  of  those  early  days. 

S:  My  feminine  wardrobe  was  getting  bigger  and  bigger.  I began  ordering 
from  Victoria's  Secret  and  Frederick's  of  FHollywood  and  I kept  Samantha's 
things  locked  up  in  a big  footlocker,  which  I stored  in  my  car. 

LL:And  if  you  know  anything  about  wardrobe  upkeep  you  know  that  there's  a recipe  for  wrinkled  lingerie. 

You  could  have  used  a pal  to  give  you  fabic  care  tips  around  then. 

S:  Oh  yes,  keeping  my  feminine  self  a secret  was  getting  harder 
to  do  and  I wanted  to  share  Samantha  with  someone.  Not  with 
just  anyone  though,  but  someone  I could  trust. 

LL:  That's  a very  important  qualification.  Did  you 
find  someone? 

S:  There  was  one  person.  She  and  I worked  together  and 
were  good  friends.  She  saw  me  come  and  go  with  different 
girlfriends  for  a couple  of  years.  She  became  my  "bestest" 
friend.  At  that  time  I was  living  in  my  car. 

LL:  In  your  car? 

S:  I was  sick  of  paying  rent. 

LL:  I guess  that  can  work  in  Hawaii.  Don't  try  it  in  the 
Northeast.  It  gets  way  too  cold,  girl.  But,  back  to  your 
friend. 

S:  Eventually  we  started  dating  and  I would  stay  at  her 
house  sometimes,  with  the  footlocker  tightly  locked  in  the 
trunk  of  my  car.  We  became  very  close  in  the  three  years  that 
we  worked  together.  We  would  share  everything  together  — 
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everything  except  my  secret  life  as  Samantha.  She 
later  told  me  that  she  always  wondered  why  I was 
always  getting  hotel  rooms. 

LL:  How  did  you  tell  her  about  Samantha? 

S:  Samantha  was  just  dying  to  "come  out."  I felt 
that  I would  burst  soon  if  I didn't  tell  someone.  It 
took  me  a few  days  to  get  up  the  courage,  but  one 
night  I threw  caution  to  the  wind  and  told  her  I had 
a secret  to  tell  her. 

LL:  How  did  it  go?  It's  very  hard  to  tell  the  first 
person. 

S:  She  told  me  that  she  knew  something  was  wrong 
because  I was  acting  strange.  I told  her  to  think  of 
different  kinds  of  fetishes.  She's  a very  sexual  woman 
so  she  came  up  with  some  wild  ones! 

LL:  That's  a great  idea.  If  she  thinks  of  something 
that  is  really  way  out  there  crossdressing  won't  sound 


that  strange.  Did  it  work  that  way? 

S:  She  couldn't  guess  my  secret. 

LL:  Wow ; so  you  still  had  to  come  up  with  a way 
to  break  it  to  her.  What  did  you  do? 

S:  I went  to  my  car  and  took  out  some  Polaroids  of 
me  as  Samantha.  I arranged  them  so  that  she  would 
not  see  my  face  until  the  end  of  the  stack.  As  she 
flipped  through  them,  she  told  me  she  thought  to 
herself  that  my  secret  was  going  with  prostitutes  and 
taking  pictures  of  them. 

LL:  That  didn't  bother  her? 

S:  No,  she  felt  that  was  no  big  deal.  Then,  when 
she  got  to  the  ones  with  my  face,  she  did  a double 
take,  looked  closely,  looked  at  me  and  then  asked, 
"Is  that  you?" 

LL:  What  did  she  say  when  you  said  yes? 

S:  She  was  so  cool  about  it.  She  totally  accepted  and 
embraced  Samantha!  I was  so  relieved. 

continued  on  next  page 
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LL:  That's  really  great.  It's  important  to  tell  some- 
one you  are  really  tight  with  and  have  them  be 
accepting. 

S:  Yes,  and  she  thought  it  was  so  cool  that  I could 
be  manly,  yet  have  such  a feminine  side  to  me.  She 

was  so  ex- 
cited about  it 
that  she 
helped  me 
dress  up  that 
night! 

LL:  That's 
great.  How  is 
she  with 
Samantha 
now? 

S:  It's  been 
about  four 
years  since 
that  night  and 
she's  been 
such  a big 
help  with 
Samantha's 


transformation  into  what  she  is  today.  We 
used  to  go  shopping  together  for  Samantha. 
We're  almost  the  same  size  so  it  was  no 
problem  buying  clothes  or  shoes.  She'd  try 
them  on  and  let  me  know  if  I would  be  able 
to  fit  in  them.  Shopping  with  her  was  so 
much  fun.  I am  so  lucky  to  have  a dear  friend 
like  her.  I can  now  apply  my  own  makeup 
because  of  her. 


LL:  It's  really  good  for  a CD  to  have  a gal 
pal  who  has  grown  up  being  female  and 
having  her  help  you  learn  feminine  skills. 
That's  how  I managed  to  develop  my 
" shopaholic " ways.  You  seem  to  enjoy  be- 
ing with  ladies , did  you  ever  get  married? 

S:  Yes,  to  another  lady  I used  to  work  with.  While 
we  were  working  together  we  became  very  close.  We 
were  each  other's  confidant.  We  were  together  for 
four  years  but  we  split  up  because  we  realized  we  get 
along  better  just  as  friends.  I know  that  it  sounds  like 
a stupid  reason,  but  some  people  just  aren't  meant  to 
be  married. 


LL:  What  was  it  like  when  you  were  married? 
When  you  say  "get  along  better/1  in  what  way? 

S:  When  we  were  together  as  husband  and  wife,  we 
hardly  talked  to  each  other.  We  tried  for  three  years, 
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but  our  relationship  was  not  the  same  as  before 
marriage.  We  weren't  "bestest"  friends  anymore.  Now 
though,  knowing  that  we'll  be  divorced  soon,  we  get 
along  great! 

LL:  Many  TGs  end  up  divorced  because  their 
partner  can't  accept  it.  Did  crossdressing  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  your  split? 

S:  No,  we  did  not  split  up  because  of  my  crossdress- 
ing. My  wife  has  told  me  time  and  again  that  she  loves 
Samantha.  She  thinks  Samantha  is  awesome.  She 
loves  it  that  I can  be  "manly"  all  day  and  then  at  night 
become  so  feminine  as  Samantha.  She  says  that  she'll 
always  accept  and  adore  Samantha. 

LL:  What  have  you  learned  that  you  would  like  to 
share  with  your  younger  sisters? 

S:  When  I first  started  dressing,  I used  to  purge 
everything  every  so  often.  I think  most  of  us  girls  go 
through  that  stage.  After  about  the  third  or  fourth  time, 

I realized  that  Samantha  was  a part  of  me  and  would 
never  go  away.  I was  tired  of  throwing  my  money 
away,  too!  So,  if  you  feel  like  purging,  see  if  you  can 
store  your  things  somehow.  You'll  need  them  again 
someday. 

LL:  Since  I stopped  purging  I have  amassed  a large 
collection  of  femme  attire,  many  of  us  do.  How  much 
have  you  accumulated  since  you  became  an  active 
crossdresser? 

S:  I now  have  more  feminine  clothes  than  male 
clothes.  I have  about  1 0 pairs  of  heels,  three  different 
wigs  and  a good  selection  of  makeup. 

LL:  And  you've  moved  out  of  your  car  so  you  now 
have  closets  to  store  all  your  finery  in.  Hooray!  But, 
let  me  settle  down  and  ask  a serious  question.  Are  you 
part  of  the  TG  scene  in  Hawaii? 

S:  I've  met  some  great  sisters  on  the  Internet  and  I've 
met  two  great  sisters  here  in  Hawaii.  We've  all  met  and 
dressed  together  at  a hotel  in  town.  We  always  have  a 
blast  transforming  ourselves  and  being  camera  sluts! 


LL:  Tell  the  girls  to  send  some  of  their  photos  to 
Lady  Like,  we'd  love  to  see  more  Hawaiian  honeys. 
And,  thank  you  so  much  for  sharing  your  story  with 
LadyLike.  Mahalo! 

S:  Mahalo  to  you  and  all  the  LadyLike  readers  and 
thank  you  for  letting  me  share  part  of  my  life  with  you. 
Aloha! 


LadyLike  • § 


Letters 


* 

♦ 

* 

w 

* 

♦ 

* 

♦ 

* 

* 

♦ 

# 

* 


A Truly  Great  Magazine! 

I have  just  received  my  second  issue  of  LadyLike 
magazine  issue  #51 , and  I am  very  impressed  with  it, 


so  I decided  to  write  and  submit  a photograph  of 
myself  because  like  ail  of  you,  I really  enjoy  dressing 
feminine. 

My  name  is  Sharon,  I’m  45  yrs.  old,  5'  8"  tall  and 
weigh  about  1 80  pounds.  I started  dressing  feminine 
at  8 yrs.  old,  wearing  dresses  and  low-heeled  san- 
dals and  pumps  that  an  aunt  had  thrown  away  and  I 
got  them.  They  had  heel  heights  of  3”  inches  and  the 
heelswerethinlikethesexy  stilettos  of  today.  Myfeet 
were  a size  6 and  the  pumps  were  a size  6 as  well  and 
each  time  I would  wear  them  with  a dress,  I would 
become  very  excited  and  feel  feminine/sexy  as  I 
slipped  my  feet  in  them. 

At  age  12,  I started  noticing  that  my  legs  were 
starting  to  become  quite  shapely  and  quite  hairy,  so 
I started  shaving  my  legs,  which  I loved  the  looksand 
feel  of,  and  occasionally  I would  find  stockings 
thrown  away  and  I would  wearthose  also.  Each  time 
I wore  something  feminine  or  did  something  that  a 
biological  woman  would  do,  I would  try  it  and  I have 
neverfelt  guilty  for  what  it  would  do.  Throughout  my 
teen  years,  I would  dress  feminine  and  I loved  it,  but 
I was  “closeted”  with  my  dressing  feminine,  al- 
though I did  look  fairly  feminine  when  I applied 
make-up,  ( which  I learned  to  do  by  myself  and 
practiced). 

In  my  early  20’s,  I got  a job  and  started  working, 
bought  a home,  and  started  purchasing  my  feminine 
apparel  to  wear  and  enjoy  being  sexy  and  feeling 
feminine.  I never  married  ladies,  because  I felt  that  I 
was  feminine  all  of  my  life  and  I love  who  I have 
become.  When  you  have  dressed  feminine  most  of 


your  life  and  you  really  enjoy  what  you  do,  you  will 
sometimes  become  braver  at  doing  this,  and  I think 
that  as  you  continue  your  practices,  you  will  become 
more  and  more  at  ease  with  yourself  and  more 
cautious  to  everything  and  your  surroundings.  I 
know  I have  throughout  the  years,  and  I would  love 
to  hear  from  other  ladies  who  love  dressing  sexy  and 
feeling  feminine. 

Hugs,  from  Miss.  Sharon,  148  Pound  Hill  Rd., 
North,  SC  29112-9169 

Enthralled  by  Nicole  Bailey 

I just  finished  reading  issue  #51 . This  is  another 
example  of  a quality  magazine. 

I was  especially  enthralled  with  the  Profile  of 
Nicole  Bailey.  While  reading  the  Profile,  there  were 
questions  that  keep  coming  to  mind.  I would  find  an 
article  written  about  Nicole’s  spouse  most  interest- 
ing. What  does  her  spouse  really  feel  about  Nicole's 
transition?  After  Nicole’s  SRS,  how  will  Nicole's 
spouse  feel  about  sharing  her  life  and  home  with 
another  woman?  I realize  these  are  very  personal 
questions  and  will  probably  never  be  publicly  an- 
swered. But  still  I wonder. 

The  LadyLike  reader  makeover  is  something  that 
I find  interesting.  In  the  past  I have  sent  photos  that 
you  have  published.  The  nearest  town  that  might  do 
a makeover  is  Eugene,  Oregon. 

Finally,  the  “On  My  Mind”  was  very  upsetting.  My 
heart  aches  for  you.  I wish  you  the  best  in  the  future. 

Your’s,  Penny  Tatlock,P.O.  Box  172,Yoncalla, 
OR  97499-0172,  e-mail:  pt3547@iwon.com 

We  Got  It  Down  To  a Tee 

Congratulations  on  50  issues  of  LadyLike!  I liked 
the  two-page  spread,  showing  all  50.  Saw  a lot  of  old 
friends  gracing  the  covers!  Who  knew  that  back  in 
1 987,  when  I purchased  LL#I,  that  you  would  be  49 
issues  later  in  2002? 

Thankyou,forkeepingupthegoodworkthrough 
the  highs,  and  lows!  I think,  after  50  issues,  you 
really  have  it  down  to  a tee!  I think  it’s  true  today,  as 
was  proclaimed  back  in  1 987;  LadyLike  is  the  Cos- 
mopolitan of  X-dressing  magazines! 

I don't  think  I speak  for  myself  here,  I think  I 
speak  for  many;  How  can  we  express  our  gratitude 
for  what  this  magazine  has  done  for  so  many?  Taken 
us  out  of  the  dark  closet,  let  us  know  we’re  not  alone, 
and  that  it’s  ok  to  have  a feminine  side,  and  be  proud 
of  it.  I couldn't  list  all  the  reasons  in  pages  of  writing 
you.  All  I can  say  is  Thank  You.  LadyLike  has 
impacted  my  life,  and  made  me  a better  person. 

Oh  yeah,  included  is  my  payment  for  another  4 
issues.  Wouldn't  miss  it!  I’d  also  like  to  thankyou  for 
publishing  so  many  of  my  photos  in  LadyLike.  Every 
girl’s  thrill,  to  see  her  smiling  face  in  there. 

I’ve  also  included  4 recent  pictures  of  myself.  I 
only  now  noticed  that  you  put  a limit  on  them.  Sorry 
for  sending  all  those  binders  of  pictures,  like  I have 


in  the  past.  Couldn’t  help  myself! 

Anyway,  I know  I’ve  said  “thankyou”,  so  many 


times  in  this  letter,  but  I’m  saying  it  again.  Thank 
You!  P.J.,  P.O.  Box  9038,  Colorado  Springs,  CO. 
80932 


More  Passionate  Than  Ever 

Since  appearing  as  the  Profile  Girl  in  LadyLike 
#47  over  a year  ago,  I have  been  more  passionate 
than  ever  about  perfecting  my  feminine  self.  I feel 
more  liberated  and  open  toward  myself  and  being 
transgendered  has  made  me  realize  that  the  freedom 
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of  individuality  is  (more)  important  than  ever.  With- 
out it,  we  would  be  trapped  in  our  inner  “prisons” 
looking  f**ked  up. 

I have  also  received  email  and  letters  with  photos 
from  fellow  transgendered  folks  to  share  stories  as 
well  as  from  men  who  are  looking  for  friendship  and 
possible  romance. 

I eat  more  healthy,  work  out,  exercise  and  have 
lost  about  25  pounds  in  almost  a year.  With  the 
weight  loss,  I am  now  able  to  wear  more  sexier 
clothing  with  the  guys  saying  “Va  Va  Va  Voom!” 

Anyway  ladies,  here’s  my  $36  money  order  for 
another  year’s  subscription  and  hopefully  in  the 
future  with  some  more  weight  loss,  I can  be  a Profile 
Girl  again  with  before  and  after  photos. 

Love  ya,  Jocelyn  E.  Rescott,  P.O.  Box  1702, 
F.D.R.  Station,  New  York,  NY  10150-1702 

Many  New  Friends 

I hope  I speak  for  everyone  who  has  ever  felt  the 
thrill  of  seeing  her  letter  or  photo  in  LadyLike.  Be- 
cause your  publication  is  so  tastefully  done,  I find  it 
a privilege  to  have  experienced  both. 

By  being  so  gracious  you  have  introduced  me  to 
many  newfriendsfrom  around  the  country  who  have 
shared  experiences,  offered  support,  and  extended 
encouragement  and  understanding. 

Thanks  for  providing  the  format  that  allows  many 
of  us  who  are  still  in  the  closet  to  interact  with  those 
who  aren’t. 

Respectfully,  Krystal 

Angela  replies:  I must  say  Krystal  is  a fine  example  of 
how  much  of  a fashion  accessory  a smile  should  be.  See 
how  it  lights  her  up  and  brings  brings  out  her  femininity? 
Keep  smilin'! 


Somewhat  Confused 

Yes,  many  congratulations  on  your  50th  issue! 
And  I’m  sure  there’ll  be  at  least  50  more.  LadyLike 
has  improved  so  much  over  the  years,  since  those 


first  issues  I bought  so  long  ago.  LL  was  responsible 
for  giving  me  the  positive  attitude  I needed  to  accept 
myself  as  the  person  I was,  and  calmed  the  conflict 
within  me. 

Now  along  with  the  50th,  how’s  about  a com- 
memorative printing  of  the  first  few  issues  of  LL  that 
I never  had  a chance  to  get? 

And  how’s  about  printing  another  Calendar  as  a 
celebration  of  this  occasion?  You  don’t  have  to  go 
nutzo  like  you  did  before.  All  you  need  is  a regular 
calendar  with  tran  models,  very  tastefully  done,  as 
always.  No  bondage  or  whatnot.  That  wasn’t  really 
necessary  the  last  time.  Please,  please,  please? 

Again,  thanks  for  a great  magazine! 

Sincerely,  Ruthie,  #1005 

JoAnn  replies:  Those  early  issues  are  long  gone 
as  are  the  artboards  (yes,  we  did  them  the  old 
fashioned  way  back  then).  But  we're  working  on 
getting  them  onto  a CD-ROM.  Now,  about  those 
calendars  — they  were  not  from  us.  Gina  Lance  of 
Girl  Talk  did  them.  She  probably  still  has  some. 

Feed  Back  on  Jane  Martin 

Enclosed  is  my  subscription  renewal  and  five 
dollars  for  the  TGFund. 

At  the  end  of  Jane  Martin’s  article  on  page  37  of 
issue  50  is  a request  for  some  feed  back.  I’ll  give  you 
some,  butfirst,  a disclaimer.  Franklin  and  Wauwatosa 
are  suburbs  of  Milwaukee  and  only  a few  miles  apart, 
and  I do  know  people  who  live  in  Wauwatosa.  How- 
ever, I do  not  know  Jane  Martin  as  Jane  Martin,  and 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  I do  not  know  her  by  any 
other  identity.  The  comments  which  follow  are  ob- 
jective and  are  not  in  support  of  the  literary  efforts  of 
a friend  or  acquaintance. 

I thought  her  article  was  fine,  and  it  was  fine  for 
you  to  run  it.  I suppose  to  some  there  are  parts  of  it 
that  may  seem  “racy”.  But  Angela’s  Reality  Check  on 
page  2 of  issue  50  seems  to  address  some  activities 
of  some  “heterosexual  crossdressers”  even  more 
directly  than  Jane  Martin.  And  was  Jane  Martin’s 
article  any  more  “racy”  than  what  can  be  found  in  the 
“bodice-ripper”  novels  in  the  women's  section  of 
many  bookstores? 

LadyLike  is  a wonderful  publication.  Fifty  issues 
attest  to  that.  Congratulations  on  your  well-earned 
success,  and  thank  you  for  it. 

But  it  does  at  times  seem  somewhat  confusing. 
There  is  talk  of  and  references  to  the  “heterosexual 
crossdresser.”  But  forthe  most  part  LadyLike  seems 
to  be  for  the  non-sexual  crossdresser,  as  if  there  is 
no  sexual  aspect  to  crossdressing.  Perhaps  for 
some  there  isn’t,  but  for  many  there  is. 

That’s  neither  a criticism  nor  a complaint.  There 
are  other  publications  addressing  the  sexual  inter- 
ests of  crossdressers.  You  have  done  a terrific  job 
with  LadyLike  as  it  is. 

But  I was  not  offended  as  a reader  either  with 
Angela’s  Reality  Check  comments  or  Jane  Martin’s 
article.  Each  has  its  place  and  serves  a purpose.  I do 
not  consider,  them  inappropriate  or  out  of  place  in 
LadyLike. 

There  is  also  a little  irony  between  Angela’s 
Reality  Check  and  Jane  Martin’s  article.  Could  the 
“lipstick  lesbian”  relationship  noted  by  Jane  Martin 
be  at  least  one  aspect  of  the  relationship  that  some 


heterosexual  crossdressers  would  like  to  have  with 
their  wives  and  girlfriends?  And  if  there  is  no  wife  or 
girlfriend,  then  who  betterthan  another  crossdresser 
who  shares  the  joys  of  emulating  womanhood? 

If  you  want  to  test  venturing  into  something 
“racy”  for  heterosexual  crossdressers,  then  the  “lip- 
stick lesbian”  relationship  could  be  the  safest  thing 
to  try.  Congratulations  again  on  your  success.  I look 
forward  to  more  issues. 

Sincerely,  Randy  Ritter 

Many  Personae 

So  many  T-girls  limit  themselves  to  playing  out 
one  (or  possibly,  two)  femme  personae.  I figure,  why 
not  explore  a realm  of  girlish/womanly  looks  and 
attitudes  and  beings,  and  see  where  they  take  you: 
from  goth  girl,  to  elegant  lady,  to  gal-next  door,  to 
naughty  nurse,  to  trophy  wife,  to  babe  in  the  woods, 
to  50  foot  woman  peering  towards  Alcatraz,  it’s 
much  exciting,  revealing,  creative,  illuminating  and 
FUN  to  experience  The  Feminine  in  all  (or  close  to) 
her  glory. 

Sincerely,  Selena  Anne  Shephard,  P.O.  BOX51 12, 
Larkspur,  CA  94977 

Likes  To  Shed  Male  Persona 

Included  is  a snapshot  of  me  taken  recently  on  an 
extended  weekend  in  the  Adirondacks  in  up-State 
New  York,  a delicious  wonderful  almost  dreamlike 


time  when  I can  shed  my  male  persona  and  once 
again  become  a woman— alas,  too  infrequently — 
slip  into  pretty  underthings,  wear  a smart  suit  for 
church  on  the  occasion  in  the  photo,  or  a pretty 
dress.  I had  a great  time.  I become  more  confident 
each  time  I venture  out  in  public,  don't  worry  too 
much  about  being  “read”  anymore,  but  still  fret 

continued  on  page  13 
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Letters... 

about  my  appearance,  especially  from  the  neck  up.  If 
only  I could  wave  a wand  and  get  rid  of  my  thick, 
heavy  male  face  and  become  endowed  with  a delicate 
feminine  one.  Oh  well,  thankfully,  I’ve  got  Jo  Ann’s 
excellent  book  on  cosmetics,  a Godsend. 

Anyway,  I did  all  sorts  of  things,  boat  trips,  train 
rides,  dinner  in  nice  restaurants...  I could  go  on. 
Most  people  paid  no  attention  to  me,  just  the  usual 
cursory  glances  normally  encountered.  I’m  also  start- 
ing to  come  out  of  my  shell  and  am  talking  to 
people — engaging  in  conversations.  Gone  are  those 
days  when  I acted  like  a fugitive,  furtively  glancing 
over  my  shoulder,  convinced  all  eyes  were  upon  me. 
Except  for  a couple  of  rude  teenagers  who  taunted 
me  briefly,  I experienced  no  unpleasant  moments. 
And,  it  made  my  day  when  a gentleman  addressed 
me  as  ma’am  and  my  motel  neighbor,  a lady,  com- 
plimented me  on  my  dress  and  told  me  my  slip  was 
showing.  I went  back  inside  my  room,  adjusted  the 
straps  before  passing  her  critical  appraisal  with  a 
“you're  fine.” 

In  closing,  I cannot  stress  too  strongly  the  im- 
portance of  attitude.  If  you  wear  a smile  on  your  face, 
adopt  a positive  attitude,  tempered  with  some  com- 
mon sense  to  avoid  risky  situations,  then  nothing  will 
prevent  you  from  having  a great  day. 

Sincerely,  Elizabeth,  PO  Box  1731,  Auburn,  NY 
13021 

A Long  Time  Fan 

Congratulations  on  the  50th  issue  of  LadyLike. 
After  seeing  the  layout  of  all  the  covers  I counted  the 
issues  I have  and  found  that  I’ve  accumulated  thirty 
thus  far. 

I discovered  LadyLike  in  1 992,  the  year  I started 
crossdressing.  I’d  seen  other  transgender  maga- 
zines but  it  seemed  to  be  in  a class  by  itself  (and  has 
remained  so)  with  its  emphasis  on  those  who  buy  it 
and  are  featured  in  its  pages.  After  seeing  issue  #1 4, 
with  it’s  profiles  on  Sharon  Tinsley  and  Laura  Ralston, 
and  the  photos  of  the  Mirror-Mirror  section,  I knew 
I wasn’t  alone  and  that  they  were  real  people.  It 
helped  me  to  finally  venture  into  crossdressing. 
Then,  I didn’t  buy  a copy  again  until  I saw  #23  in 
1 995,  with  Lori  Larkin  on  the  cover,  and  I’ve  obtained 
every  issue  since. 

When  I bought  issue  #27  in  1996  and  sawtwo  of 
my  photos  were  actually  featured,  it  was  a thrill  and 
an  honor  to  be  included  with  so  many  lovely  ladies. 
It’s  been  gratifying  to  have  been  fortunate  enough  to 
have  a number  of  letters  and  photos  in  issues  since. 

It  was  also  because  ofLadyLike  that  I got  to  meet 
someone  I’ve  corresponded  with.  I had  seen  her 
photo  in  one  of  last  year’s  issues  and  have  visited  her 
several  times  this  year,  including  her  birthday  party. 
That  was  the  first  social  gathering  I’d  been  to  en 
femme.  I didn’t  know  what  to  expect  but  when  I met 
(her)  I found  herto  be  a very  nice  and  beautiful  person. 
I consider  myself  very  fortunate  to  have  met  her. 

Last  month  I also  had  the  opportunity  to  go  out 
in  public  en  femme  for  the  first  time.  I was  nervous 
about  itand  itwasan  unexpected  opportunity.  It  was 
at  a night  spot  in  Detroit  with  a cabaret  show.  I don’t 
know  if  I’m  really  passable  but  it  was  a fascinating 
experience. 


All  in  all,  this  year  has  been  very  important  for  me 
regarding  crossdressing.  And  to  think  that  it  took  me 
only  ten  years  to  meet  other  TGs  in  person,  as  well  as 
having  a chance  to  go  out  in  public.  But  then  I figured, 
if  not  now,  when?  It’s  all  been  quite  an  eye  opening 
experience  for  me. 

The  Mirror-Mirror  section  is  great  and  the 
Reader’s  Letters  are  always  worthwhile.  I especially 
found  Janet  Heron’s  letter  interesting  seeing  as  it 
mentions  my  hometown.  Flint  has  changed  since  the 
1980s,  and  not  for  the  better.  There’s  a lot  less 
General  Motors  here  than  there  used  to  be  and  the 
city  is  in  such  financial  distress  that  the  state  of 
Michigan  has  had  to  take  it  over.  The  name  Stanley 
is  interesting  because  coincidentally  we  had  a Mayor 
Stanley  here  who  was  recalled  two  to  one  in  a special 
election  earlier  this  year.  The  ol’  hometown  just  ain’t 
the  same. 

Hope  everything  is  going  well  at  LadyLike  and 
again,  thank  you  for  including  a letter  and  photo  of 
mine  in  issue  #49.  Love,  Beverly 

Angela  says:  And  here’s  another  photo — you  little 
animal.  We’ll  keep  printing  them  but,  we  would  love  to  see 
some  shots  of  you  without  your  glasses.  As  Dorothy  Parker 
once  said,  “Men  don’t  make  passes  at  girls  who  wear 
glasses.”  I bring  it  up  since  I myself  wear  glasses  butalways 
use  contact  lenses  when  dressing.  It  really  makes  a differ- 
ence in  your  glamor  level.  You  can  do  so  much  more  with 
your  eye  makeup.  Many  girls  were  led  astray  by  the  film 
Tootsie.  She  wore  glasses  to  camouflage  her  largeschnozola. 
(The  frame  across  the  nose  makes  the  nose  look  shorter.)  I 
actually  have  a large  nose  and  find  that  the  proper  hairstyle 
does  a lot  to  diminish  the  big  nose  effect.  (And  vice-versa. 
With  the  wrong  hairstyle  I have  a pronounced  resemblance 
to  Howard  Stern  in  drag.)  So  set  up  the  camera  get  the  pose 
ready  and  then  take  of  those  glasses. 

Nuts  About  Hats 

I just  got  home  from  the  hairdresser  and  I had  a 


really  great  time!  I just  love  LadyLike  and  all  of  the 
lovely  ladies.  I’ve  corresponded  with  Jane  Martin  for 
sometime  and  lookforward  to  meeting  her.  I’ve  also 
made  friends  with  Chrissy  and  Marie  Claire.  They’re 
some  wonderful  ladies  out  there!  Girls,  include  your 
addresses,  some  of  us  would  just  love  to  write  and 
corresponded  with  you. 

Lisa’s  been  dressing  off  and  on  since  she  was  a 
kid  and  the  last  eight  years  almost  full  time.  I love  to 
shop  for  her.  I have  four  sets  of  forms  from  Glamour 
Boutique  and  other  items-they  are  just  awesome  to 
deal  with.  I also  have  both  Veronica  and  a Diva  from 
Classic  Curves.  (Ms.  Espy  you’re  the  best!) 

Lisa  has  1 50  pairs  of  shoes-about  1 20  wigs  and 
hundreds  of  outfits,  swimsuits,  and  hundreds  of 
under  garments.  Also,  about  50  hats.  Yes,  I love  to 
pamper  Lisa.  I sleep  every  night  in  different  nighties 
with  a sport  bra  and  forms,  and  sometimes  with 
attachable  forms.  One  set  from  Glamour  Boutique 
was  worn  for  15  days  without  removing  them. 

I’ve  enclosed  some  new  photos  and  hope  and 
pray  that  you’ll  like  them  and  someday  maybe  I’ll 
make  it  into  LadyLike! 

Luv  yas,  Lisa  Anne,  PO  Box  1 04,  Sun  Prairie,  Wl 
53590 


Lisa,  that  day  has  come.  Any  girl  with  120  wigs 
deserves  to  be  in  LL.  Sounds  like  wardrobe  and  wig 
management  is  a full  time  job  for  you.  I’m  glad  you 
found  time  to  make  it  to  the  beauty  salon.  Now,  get 
out  there  and  wear  some  of  that  stuff. 

Enjoyed  Jane  Martin 

I want  to  thank  you  two  for  a great  magazine  that 
fills  a void  in  our  LL  world.  I enjoy  the  Letters  from 

continued  on  page  15 
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HAere  is  a real  person  t o tali  to  at  Sami’s  (jfosei, 
your  complete  super  store 
for  all your  dressing  needs. 

Samis  Gfoset.  com 


Saitm 


1833  West 
Irving  Park  Rd 
Chicago,  II 
60613 

773-528-6960 


Visit  us  on  the  net  at 
http://www.geocities.com/rachelswigs/ 
or  contact  us  by  email  at:  msrachel@megsinet.net 
We  carry  a full  selection  of:  Wigs  and  Wig  Accessories 
Jewelry  & Breast  forms... 


and  we  do  Professional  Makeovers 


Before 


After 


MONTHLY 


source  for  news,  info  and 
entertainment  for  the  Transgender 
Community. 

Get  1 2 issues,  that's  1 2 months  of  TCN 
for  just  $45!  Fun  columns,  interesting 
articles,  TG  news  - in  your  mailbox  every 
month. 

Send  a check  or  money  order  to 
Renaissance,  987  Old  Eagle  School 
Rd.,  Suite  719,  Wayne,  PA  19087 

Or  sign  up  online! 

http://www.ren.org/tcn.html 

Published  by  The  Renaissance  Transgender  Assoc.,  Inc. 


The  Transgender 
Fund 

A grass-root,  independent,  national  foundation  aimed 
at  helping  the  transgender  community  develop  to  its 
fullest.  Donations  in  any  denomination  are  gratefully 
accepted.  The  Transgender  Fund  is  a 50 1 [c]  [3]  tax 
exempt  corporation  and  donations  are  tax  deductible 
to  the  extent  allowable  by  law.  Consult  your  accountant 
for  details. 

Make  A Difference 
Make  A Donation 
Make  it  Now! 

http;//www.  tgfund.org 

The  TG  Fund  • P0  Box  2313  • Vineyard  Haven 
Mass.  02568 

Phone/Fax:  508-696-6767 
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Letters... 

other  ladies  and  really  enjoyed  the  Jane  Martin  story. 

I continue  to  get  letters  from  those  gals  that  like 
our  special  world.  It's  nice  to  exchange  thoughts  and 
ideas  on  things  that  are  special  to  us. 

Some  things  about  me!  I’m  straight  at  home  but 
love  to  dress  up  when  I’m  on  the  road  with  my  job 
that  takes  me  to  Michigan,  Indiana,  Northern  Ohio 
and  Kentucky.  I’m  always  interested  in  meeting 
ladies  from  these  areas. 

I’m  sending  my  latest  photo  with  this  letter  so 
you’ll  know  I’m  for  real.  Love,  Susan 

Remembers  Us  From  The  Old  Times 

I remember  the  first  time  I met  both  of  you  in  a 
club  in  Cherry  Hill.  (NJ)  I think  it  was  the  year  the 
Berlin  Wall  came  down.  (Ed.  Note:  We  were  there 
with  fake  ID.  Very  underage.)  Your  encouragement 
that  evening  led  to  my  attendance  (eventually)  at 


Renaissance  meetings  and  then,  ultimately,  to  a very 
special  circle  of  friends  from  my  home  area.  Amanda, 
Melissa  and  Sarah  have  given  me  a sense  of  comfort 
and  good  humor,  as  well  as  a high  standard  to 
emulate  as  I develop  a greater  ability  to  express  the 
woman  who  lives  within  me. 

Although  I have  purchased  LadyLike  often  at 
meetings  and  various  outlets  in  the  Delaware  Valley, 
I am  finally  subscribing  with  the  enclosed  check.  My 
best  friend  in  our  T6  world  was  on  the  cover  of  LL 
#50  (Melissa  Franks),  so  I hope  you  start  my  sub- 
scription with  that  issue. 

Anyhow,  I just  wanted  to  say  thank  you  for 


inspiring  me  to  improve  my  self  esteem  as  a trans- 
gendered  person.  It  is  magical  when  we  allow  the 
fantasy  to  become  a reality...  when  the  older  guy  can 
feel  like  the  younger  girl...  even  if  he  doesn’t  truly 
look  like  one. 

I have  enclosed  a few  pictures  in  case  you  may 
want  to  use  one  in  your  great  publication.  Thanks  so 
much.  Hope  to  see  you  soon  again.  Very  truly  your’s, 
Kate  O’Malley,  14  Brandywine,  Brielle,  NJ  08730 

Your  photos  are  very  cool  Kate.  In  this  one  it’s 
easy  to  see  that  the  younger  woman  within  is  a goth 
Betty  Page.  Love  those  shoes. 

Losing  A Subscriber 

Thanks  for  51  great  issues!  Please  continue  to 
publish  so  many  real  TVs  in  the  Mirror-Mirror  pages. 
I’m  flattered  when  I see  me  there! 

Issue  51  was  awesome.  Sydney  is  a friend  of 
mine  and  she  is  beautiful  inside  and  out.  Nicole 
Bailey,  the  Profile  Girl,  is  unbelievable  but  shows 
what  girls  in  their  40s  and  50s  can  do  with  effort  and 
practice. 

I was  sorry  to  hear  about  the  marriage  breaking 
up  after  so  long  but  restarting  one’s  life  is  a high 
priority.  God  bless  you  both  with  your  newfocus  and 
resolve. 

I’m  including  a donation  to  the  Fund,  as  you 
mentioned  in  my  renewal  notice.  Because  I’m  clos- 
ing my  POB  I won’t  renew  but  your  publication  is 
carried  everywhere  here  in  the  San  Diego  area, 
maybe  because  of  the  no  total  nudity  or  just  because 
the  covergirls  are  so  much  like  ladies.  Anyway,  I 
won’t  miss  a single  issue! 

Love,  peace  and  very  best  of  new  beginnings, 
JoAnn  Worth 


O 
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PJo  idoddem  tC  Qdeuond. . 

Transformed  and  transfixed!  That’s  what  you  will  be  after  visiting  with 

Ms.  Lynda  at  CDtips.  We  offer  in-house  transformations,  personalized 

shopping,  wardrobe  selection  and  consultation,  feminine  comportment 

instruction,  glamour  makeup  application,  manicures, 

pedicures,  full  epilation,  and  more. 

Ms.  Lynda  is  the  premiere  makeover  artist  in  the 

greater  Philadelphia  area  and  worked  with  Jo  Ann 

Roberts  at  her  Paradise  In  The  Poconos  weekend. 

Call  or  email  now  for  rates  and  information: 

CDtips@aol.com  or  215-878-3383 
Visit  me  on  the  web  at  www.CD-tips.com 


Head-To-Toe  Transformation  Specialists 

Over  5000  Square  Feet  of  Retail  Space! 

A SAFE,  DISCRETE,  PRIVATE  and  CONFIDENTIAL  place  to  shop! 

Wigs  (Over  14  Companies  Represented) 

Breast  Forms  (5  Companies  Represented) 

Heels  (Large  Selection  and  Sizes) 

Clothing  (Sexy  Dresses  to  Custom  Designs)  Cosmetics 

Corsets/Gaffs  Rhinestones/Jewelry 

Maids  Uniforms  Adult  Magazines/Toys/Videos 

^ ^ Pettie  Coats/Sissy  Pants  Excursions 

a / o-iftfsvvv  Lmgerje/Hosiery/Undergarments  Make-overs 

Gloves/Boas  Photography  Studio 

We  offer  two  convenient  ways  of  servicing  your  needs! 

Our  Retail  Store  - 333  N.  Broadway,  Denver  CO  80203,  (303)  733-7797,  Fax  (303)  733-7997 

Our  Web  Site  - http://www.studiolites.com,  E-mail  - WigGuys@aol.com 


16  • LadyLike 


▲ Esprit  Committee  - A portion  of  the  Esprit  committee  helps  define  ESPRIT 
with  Peggy  Rudd  at  her  keynote  opening  speech. 


▲ Kim  is  OUR  princess.  Any  questions?  GOOD! 


Photos  and  text  provided  by  Kelly  Hansen 
on  behalf  of  the  Esprit  Committee. 


k Jackie  Wilson  belts  out  a song 
]t  the  Moulan  Rouge  talent  show. 


▲ Ruth  poses  with  her  date,  James 
Dean,  at  the  Wednesday  night  prom. 


A Kelly  Hansen  (center)  leads  friends  Jacqueline  (left) 
and  Dixie  (right)  singing  Patty  Austin’s  “Girlfriend.’’ 


A “No  wait,”  says  Johanna,  “he’s  all  mine!” 
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Romantic  fantasies 


A Special  Boutique  Just  For  You! 


Lingerie  Corsets  Gaffs 

Stockings  Bras  Panties 


Romantic  Fantasies 
225  Deer  Park  Ave 
Babylon  Village  NY  11702 
Ph:  631-587-3655 


Plus  size 
(up  to  6x) 


Breastforms 
and  more... 


Shoes 
(up  to 


CONSULTANTS 
Houston,  Texas 
(713)  768-2622 


ALL  NEW  24  HR. 
GET-A  WAY  PACKAGES 
(stay  in  the  Criss/Cross  condo) 


¥Transformations  ¥Lessons  in  femininity  VGlamour  photography  ¥Outings  ¥Shopping  trips  ¥Personalized  video 


Introducing  the  Criss/Cross  condo! 

Katherine  bought  a house  just  for  her  girls  (this  means  you). 

This  brand  new,  3 story,  townhome  is  perfectly  located  in  the  gay/TG  area  of  Houston  Texas.  It  is  situated  just  blocks 
from  TG  friendly  restaurants,  clothing  stores,  shops,  bars/clubs, bookstores,  and  outside  coffee  cafes.. .perfect  for  an 
afternoon  of  people  watching.  You  will  love  strolling  around  this  exciting  area  of  Houston  as  the  confident  woman  you 
are. 


Audrey’s  get-a-way  at  the  Criss/Cross  condo 


To  order  breasts  like  Audrey’s  call  (713)768-2622 


Katherine  Claire 
will  create  a custom 
get-a-way  just  for  you. 
Live  as  a woman  in 
Houston  for  days,  a 
week,  a month, 
or  more! 
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Esprit  2003  - the  place  to  be! 

Report  by  Kelly  Hansen 

• Have  you  ever  visited  the  beau- 
tiful Pacific  Northwest? 

• Would  you  like  to  spend  an 
entire  week  dressed  as  a woman? 

• Do  you  want  to  be  a part  of  a 
special  community  of  other  trans- 
gendered  individuals? 

• Would  you  like  to  have  the  con- 
fidence to  go  out  wherever  you 
want  as  a woman? 

• Are  you  considering  surgery?  Is 
itthe  rightthingfor  you,  or  do  you 
need  other  options? 

• Is  your  SO  looking  for  friends, 
support  and  information  to  help 
her  better  understand  you  and  your 
relationship? 

• Or,  DO  YOU  JUST  WANNA 
HAVE  SOME  FUN  GIRL? 

If  you've  answered  YES  (or  even 
maybe)  to  any  of  these  questions,  then 
Esprit  2003  might  just  be  the  ticket  for 
you!  Esprit  2003  is  the  Pacific 
Northwest's  premier  transgendered 
conference,  held  May  1 1-18,  2003  in 
Port  Angeles,  Washington. 

To  help  you  answer  the  questions 
listed  above,  here  is  some  more  infor- 
mation to  help  you: 

Where  the  heck  is  Port  Angeles 
Wash,  and  why  is  Esprit  held  there ? 
Well,  it's  about  a 3 hour  drive  from 
Seattle,  nestl  ed  on  the  shores  of  the 
Straits  of  Juan  de  Fuca  and  at  the  base 
of  the  snow-covered  Olympic  Moun- 


tains. On  a clear  day,  you  can  see 
Vancouver  Island  BC  across  the  water. 
Does  that  sound  beautiful  enough?  It's 
a beautiful  location  for  beautiful 
women.  Need  I say  more? 

Who  wouldn't  want  to  spend  an 
entire  week  as  a woman ? Well,  most 
guys  probably...  but  then,  we're  a 
special  kind  of  person.  We  love  being 
a woman,  and  all  things  associated 
with  being  feminine.  If  you  haven't 
tried  dressing  for  a full  week,  then  you 
are  missing  a great  experience. 

What's  this  about  a special  com- 
munity of  transgendered  individuals? 
By  size  of  our  hotel,  Esprit  is  limited  to 
about  1 50  individuals.  We  like  it  that 
way,  and  we'll  never  change  or  ex- 
pand to  a larger  space.  During  the 
week,  we  get  pretty  close  to  each 
other.  We  make  new  friends,  learn  a 
lot,  and  spread  our  wings  as  women. 
We  get  about  50  new  attendees  every 
year.  The  other  1 00  attendees  have 
attended  before,  and  return  every 
chance  they  get  to  experience  the  com- 
munity that  helped  them  become  who 
they've  always  wanted  to  be.  It's  a real 
sorority,  called  Esprit.  You  have  to  be 
here  to  experience  it. 

Ah,  the  elusive  confidence  thing. 
Sometimes  it's  there,  others  it's  not. 
With  classes  on  many  different  femi- 
nine topics,  knowledgeable  vendors 
and  helping  friends,  you'll  find  the 
confidence  you  need  to  express  the 
woman  within,  and  to  go  out  do  any- 
thingyou  want  in  public.  Well,  almost 
anything  as  a woman  that  is  (we  do  try 
to  keep  things  legal!). 

Esprit  is  open  to  all  male  to  female 
transgendered  individuals.  But  it  is  a 
spectrum,  from  crossdressers  to  trans- 
sexuals and  points  in-between.  Our 
classes  will  help  you  determine  where 
you  might  be  in  this  spectrum,  and 


what  your  options  might  be.  There  are 
valid  choices  that  fit  your  needs  right 
now,  and  perhaps  in  the  future  too. 

For  several  years  now,  we've  con- 
centrated our  energies  on  expanding 
our  program  and  events  to  significant 
others  of  our  transgendered  attend- 
ees. Last  year,  we  had  21  couples 
attend  Esprit.  This  year?  We're  hoping 
for  thirty!  We  have  the  finest  experts, 
counselors  and  speakers  to  helpyou 
resolve  some  of  the  issues  raised  by  a 
transgendered  partner  in  the  family. 

Or,  DO  YOU  JUST  WANNA  HA  VE 
SOME  FUN!  How  does  nightly  danc- 
ing sound?  Or  day  trips  to  local  attrac- 
tions such  as  Victoria,  Port  Townsend, 
a casino,  pool  tournament,  and  shop- 
ping sound?  How  about  a Roman 
Holiday  Extravaganza?  Or  our  fabu- 
lous talent  show?  Or  our  special  Gradu- 
ation night  for  all  attendees?  Have  you 
ever  attended  a slumber  party?  Your 
days  and  evenings  will  be  filled  with 
fun  - in  fact,  I guarantee  that  if  you 
participate  in  everything  Esprit  2003 
has  to  offer,  you  will  have  more  fun, 
make  new  friends,  learn  to  how  to 
make  it  through  the  day  on  4 hours  of 
sleep,  and  become  more  of  a woman 
than  you  are  right  now,  or ...  you'll  just 
have  to  come  back  again  until  you  get 
it  right! 

Esprit  has  changed  my  life  in  a very 
positive  way.  I've  been  there  for  the 
past  four  years,  and  plan  to  be  for  the 
next  forty  or  more.  Check  us  out  at 
http://www.espritconf.org.  If  you  still 
can't  answer  YES  to  any  of  the  above 
questions,  well,  you  should  attend 
another  conference.  But,  if  you  did 
answer  YES,  sign  up  today  on  our 
website  for  Esprit  2003  and  come  ready 
for  the  experience  of  your  life! 

Q 
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▲ (from  the  left)  Margo,  Kelly  Dixie,  Jill  and  Jackie:  The  Fabulous  Goodtime 
Girls  strut  their  stuff  while  performing  “Moulan  Rouge”  at  the  Friday  night 

talent  show. 


▲ Samantha  shows  off  her  skimpy  nurses 
outfit  at  Fridays’  luncheon  fashion  show. 


▲ Talented  Margo  becomes  a windup,  music  box 
figurine  for  the  talent  show. 


▲ Mari  & Bogie:  Nice  body  Bogie! 
Want  to  dance  with  me? 


A Can  little  Penny  come  to  Esprit 
too? 


A Jackie,  Penny  and  Jill:  The  Sparkletones  perform  at 
Moulan  Rouge. 
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A Christie 


▼ Cindy,  Wash. 
FWD  3033 


. . 'W  s-7^* 
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A Mabel,  Nev.  FWD  4294 


A Ellen  McKinnon  (LL#40)  as  Marilyn 
San  Diego,  Calif.  FWD  3154 


T Kate 

<autheti_kate@hotmail.com> 


A Janet  Matthews 
FWD  3863 

▼ Betty,  Ga.  FWD  4126 


A Diane,  AC,  NJ  FWD  4255 

▼ Cena  Williams,  NY 
FWD  2710 


Roxanne  Van  Ness 

Roxanne  proves  that  you  can  fill  a whole  year  of 
LadyLikes  with  tales  from  one  Christmas.  Here  again  is 
more  of... 

My  Totally  Gnarly  Gnoel 

Recall  how,  on  December  13th,  I'd  been  stood  up  by 
my  "date"  (Santa  Claus)  and  cast  totally  adrift — without  a 
Christmas/2001  project?  Well,  the  double-cross  left  me  so 
majorly,  ticked  off  that  it  like,  fumed  for  a full  ten  days 
thereafter!  (Grrrrr!)  LevertheNess,  resourceful  to  the  max,  I 
managed  to  conceive  a viable  alternative  in  the  nick  of 
time!  (Hey,  I try.) 

No,  squeezing  into  my  red-sequined  party  dress  to  cel- 
ebrate with  friends  and/or  relatives  wasn't  an  option.  Au 
contraire,  this  would  mark  the  first  occasion  in  a lifetime 
where  I'd  be  spending  the  entire  Holiday  season  Decem- 
ber 24th  to  January  7th — alone!  (Bummer.)  The  logical  re- 
course, therefore,  involved  organizing  some  kind  of  neigh- 
borhood photo  shoot!  (Carpe  diem  and  all  that.) 

Actually,  many  film-favorable  routes  had  already  been 
traveled,  rendering  the  task  quite  simple.  (Giggle.)  So  I 
decided  to  split  the  outing  into  two  parts.  The  first  seg- 
ment, covering  more-populated  metropolitan  areas,  could 
be  handled  by  my  male  alter  ego,  This  would  free 
"Kathleen"  to  wander  through  strictly  residential  districts, 
and,  thus,  attract  a minimum  of  attention.  (Ooh,  clever!) 

December  24th...  Somehow,  adopting  "masculine 
model'  made  me  uneasy.  I mean,  if  parading  around  in 
trousers  wasn't  degrading  enough,  cotton  briefs  and  (ugh) 
socks  lurked  beneath  the  surface!  (Methinks  I'd  grown  a 
tad  sexually  confused.) 

Walking  south  on  Cote-des-Neiges  Road,  I quickly  be- 
came I aware  of  the  scarcity  of  photo  opportunities.  For 
instance,  the  powers  that  be  at  one  particular  store  had 
transferred  their  showcase  tree  inside,  prior  to  closing,  sabo- 
taging my  artistic  aspirations.  While  I didn't  wish  to  play 
the  alarmist,  could  the  24th  be  taking  up  where  the  13th 
had  left  off? 

A second  attempt  at  St.  Joseph's  Oratory  (Montreal's 
immense  basilica),  also  went  for  naught.  This  time  because 
of  an  endless  procession  of  humanity!  (Hey!  Didn't  these 
people  realize  I was  trying  to  gather  material  for  a Lady- 
Like  article?) 


Of  course,  despite  being  twice  thwarted,  I reserved  a 
few  minutes  to  note  what  styles  of  winter  footwear  the 
lovely  lasses  were  wearing.  (Rox  reflex.) 

Stalemated,  but  not  defeated,  I doubled  back,  stumbling 
upon  a vacant  lot,  which  happened  to  offer  a terrific  view 
of  the  Oratory!  All  right!  Now,  naturally,  I would  be 
included  in  every  shot.  (That  was  the  primary  purpose 
for  the  excursion  - n'est-ce  pas?)  Yet,  er...  suddenly,  I 
found  myself  hard-pressed  to  implement  more  than  one 
"manly"  pose. 

(For  those  readers  without  imaginations,  that  would 
imply  ye  olde  feet  apart/arms  by  side.)  You  see,  having 
"modeled"  en  femme  for  a dozen  years,  I'd  forgotten  how 
a guy  was  supposed  to  stand!  (Trust  me.  Flaunting  a limp 
wrist  and/or  turned  ankle  could  not  have  enhanced  an  al- 
ready battered  reputation!  I was  in  trouble! 

Thankfully,  the  temperature  proved  quite  tolerable  so  I 
was  able  to  set  up  and  use  my  equipment  with  bare  hands. 
Expertly  clicking  away,  there  and  later  at  a parish  church, 
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I succeeded  in  creating  the  illusion  of  a virtually-deserted 
community.  To  make  a long  story  short,  I kept  up  the  as- 
signment till  approximately  11:30  p.m. — at  which  time  I 
began  to  succumb  to  the  hibernal  chill.  Brrrrr! 

Since  it  was  already  Christmas  Day  when  I returned 
home,  "Kathleen's"  shift  would  have  to  be  postponed  to 
later  that  evening,  (In  other  words,  hunger  pangs  prevailed!) 

(Footnote:  During  the  course  of  2001 , I'd  somehow  ac- 
quired a sore/stiff  left  shoulder.  (I'd  never  suffered  any  in- 
jury per  se,  so  go  figure.)  And  one  of  the  frustrating  reali- 
ties of  the  baffling  condition  was  an  inability  to  reach  be- 
hind my  back  the  way  I used  to.  Gasp!  Truly  a fashion 
nightmare!) 

December  25th — Getting  ready  to  go  out  required  slip- 
ping into  my  mother's  lilac  ruffled  dress,  which  happened 
to  feature  a zipper  you-know-where.  (Uh-oh.)  Well,  to  my 
surprise — and  relief — I closed  it  all  the  way  up,  employing 
an  entertaining  mix  of  contortions  and  right-arm  tenacity! 
(Like,  whew!)  And,  golly,  the  fabric  felt  so  wonderful! 
Moreover,  Mom's  fur-collared,  black  overcoat  provided  a 
bonus  thrill!  Its  adorable  knee-length  hemline  allowed  me 
to  stay  toasty-warm,  all  the  while  showing  a few  inches  of 
nyloned  leg!  (I  admit  it.  I'm  semi  flirtatious.) 

Barely  had  "Kathleen"  left  her  apartment  building,  when 
(yeeks)  a young  couple  was  spotted  swiftly  approaching! 
Composure  quickly  corralled,  I walked  on — -smiling  sweetly 
as  our  paths  crossed.  Glancing  my  way  only  momentarily, 
the  lovers  (woman's  intuition)  kept  going!  Awesome!  I'd 
merited  neither  visual  reaction  nor  derogatory  remark!  Hey, 
this  "girl  thing"  was  becoming  increasingly  funner!  (Giggle.) 

I presume  my  feminine  presentation  had  much  to  do 
with  passing  this  maiden  test.  After  all,  I'd  prepared  a com- 
plete package — inside  and  out — down  to  the  painted-and- 
lacquered  nails,  pink  panties,  and  perfume.  Even  carried 
an  umbrella  among  my  belongings— just  in  case  it  snowed 
heavily.  Let's  face  it;  the  last  crisis  any  gal  needs  is  flat  hair! 
Yuck!  (Forgive  the  femme  fervor.  I've  really  been  getting 
"into  Character"  lately.) 

All  things  considered,  however,  my  crowning  (albeit  hid- 
den) glory  remained  a bald  head!  (Uh-huh.  Third  consecu- 
tive winter.)  ...  The  measures  a chick  must  undertake  to 
feel  stunningly  sexy.  (Sigh.) 

Permission  to  be  frank?  (This  might  lead  to  some  bewil- 


derment, since  Frank  lives  next  door.)  Had  I been  born 
female,  I'd  probably  shave  my  head  regularly!  Oh,  sure, 
I'd  don  wigs  on  "special  occasions" — medical  appoint- 
ments, weddings,  dance  soirees  with  my  boyfriend,  that 
sort  of  stuff — yet,  for  the  most  part,  I'd  be  seen  darting  hither 
and  thither  miniskirted,  made-up,  and  cranially  razored! 
(Get  used  to  it;  I'm  radically  avant-garde.) 

And  why  not?  Western  society  permits — even  encour- 
ages— women  to  alter  their  appearances  any  way  they 
choose,  Still,  whereas  our  culture  considers  such  behavior 
a "divine  right"  how  are  males  expected  to  act? 

"And  the  Lord  God  said  unto  Adam,  'Thy  raiment  shall 
not  deviate  from  bland/boring/  basic  blues,  browns,  and 
grays  ...  Thou  shalt  not  primp,  preen,  pluck,  or  paint  thy- 
self in  any  manner.  Thou  mayest  'sprout  a full  beard  if  thou 
so  desirest"  ...  I don't  think  so!  But  I digress. 

In  addition  to  the  "look"  and  "feel"  of  damseldom,  I'd 
been  practicing  the  "little  things"  over  and  above  funda- 
mental hip  action  and  arm  movement.  For  example,  a 
female  steps  off  the  curb  onto  the  ball  of  her  foot.  Speak- 
ing of  feet,  they're  best  placed  diagonally  whenever  climb- 
ing or  descending  stairs.  Dusting  snow  from  one's  boots 
involves  standing  in  one  spot  and  unleashing  a flurry  of 
tiny  stomps.  And,  girls,  if  your  button  noses  get  runny — 
please — demure  dabs  only!  Ganderial  honks  are  strictly 
reserved  for  flying  south.  (Color  me  dignified.) 

Okay,  the  initial  location  turned  out  to  be  the  pretty 
intersection  of  Melbourne  Avenue  and  Dumfries  Road, 
highlighted  by  a solitary,  multicolored  pine  tree.  (I'll  bet 
you,  like,  thought  I'd  never  arrive,  huh?)  And,  in  spite  of 
vehicles  cruising  past  every  so  often,  I merrily  went  about 
my  business  uninterrupted.  Yay! 

The  gnarly  advantage  of  girlie  gloves — even  two  layers 
worth — was  the  ease  with  which  I manipulated  the  equip- 
ment! Guys  have  to  remove  their  clumsy  hand  wear,  risk- 
ing frostbite.  Poor  babies!  On  the  other  hand,  they  don't 
need  to  stress  about  their  hair.  Imagine  your's  truly  brush- 
ing-her  Irish  red  tresses  (without  benefit  of  a mirror)  prior 
to  almost  every  shot.  Oh  Vanity,  thy  name  is  Woman!  (Fer 
shur.) 

Site  number  two  was  a triangular  green  space  (white 
space?)  at  the  junction  of  Beverley  and  Markham.  Aw,  shit! 

continued  on  page  35 
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A Sammy  Huffman,  PO  Box  16284,  Golden  CO  807402 


A Jeri  Jones,  PO  Box  9215,  SLC  UT  84109 


A Lisa  Ashley,  PO  Box  141057 
Toledo  OH  43614 

J.  Otto,  35873  Blakesley  Creek  Rd, 
Philomath  OR  97370  ▼ 


Barbara  Roberts,  PO  Box  6372, 
Baltimore  MD  21230  ▼ 


Rickee,  Md.  FWD  3613  ▼ 

| l^J 
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▲ Angela  Foxx,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  FWD  4246 


Chrissy  Ellen,  PMB  203, 1115  E Ridge 
Rd,  Griffith  IN  46319  Y 


Gina  Martine,  PO  Box  71604 
Los  Angeles  CA  90071  ▼ 


Jennifer  Degnan,  6141  S 60th  St  #3, 
greendale  Wl  53129 
(w/  Foxy  Roxy  on  the  right)  ▼ 


▲ Monique  Eiliott,  PO  Box  4345, 
Tequesta  FL  33469 


Laura  Covington,  PO  Box  10431, 
Oakland  CA  94610  ▼ 
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Commentary  by  Brenda  Lawrence 

Who  Do  You  Tell ...  And  How 


It's  my  opinion  as  a normal  crossdresser — now 
there's  an  oxymoron  it  there  ever  was  one,  the 
worst  fear  you  can  imagine  is  to  have  someone 
find  out  who  you  are  and  what  you  do  for  relax- 
ation. Even  in  today's  society  where  virtually 
anything  goes,  the  idea  of  a man  dressing  up  as  a 
woman  is  still  met  with  total  non-acceptance  by 
the  general  public.  It's  as  if  you  were  lowering 
your  status  as  a human — why  would  any  ratio- 
nal male  want  to  appear  as  a mere  female?  Why, 
you  must  be  gay,  of  course. 

The  fact  is  that  very  few  of  us  are  gay,  or  bi- 
sexual, or  even  curious.  We  just  want  to  dress  up 
in  feminine  clothing.  Ideally,  we'd  love  to  walk 
out  in  the  real  world  openly  displaying  ourselves 
without  fear  of  negative  comment  or  reprisal.  A 
good  many  of  us  would  love  to  share  "our  dirty 
little  secret"  with  others  whose  lives  we  touch. 
Very  recently  I have  had  both  the  opportunity 
and  desire  to  tell  friends  and  acquaintances  about 
my  crossdressing  but  haven't,  of  course.  Com- 
mon sense  tells  me  the  reaction  to  such  news 
would  be  less  than  acceptable. 

I just  can't  imagine  being  a CD  and  not  having 
my  wife  of  many  years  knowing  about  it.  Of  all 
the  people  close  to  me,  she  would  have  to  be  the 
one  person  that  must  know,  and  hopefully  ac- 
cept this  little  quirk  of  mine.  Luckily,  she  found 
out  about  me  very  early  in  our  marriage  and  af- 
ter much  discussion,  has  accepted  and  been  okay 
with  this  "problem"  I have.  We  are  soon  to  cel- 
ebrate 37  years  of  marriage  and  couldn't  be  any 
happier.  It's  no  secret  to  either  of  us  that  if  a solu- 
tion were  found  to  cure  crossdressing,  she'd  want 
me  at  the  head  of  the  line,  and  in  all  honesty  I'd 
be  willing  to  go. 

Anyway,  let's  get  back  to  telling  others  about 
our  CD  activities.  I've  always  felt  comfortable 


with  the  "need-to-know"  theory.  Just  who  of  those 
around  me  need  to  know,  and  how  would  it  af- 
fect our  relationship  with  each  other?  Many  years 
ago  my  daughter  began  asking  questions  of  my 
wife  about  certain  sexy  underthings  she  would 
see  in  the  weekly  wash.  Things  she  knew  my  wife 
did  not  and  would  not  wear.  Naturally,  my  wife 
could  have  lied  or  at  least  stretched  the  truth, 
and  said  they  were  for  when  we  were  intimate 
with  each  other.  Our  daughter  is  no  dummy,  so 
my  wife  began  filling  her  in  on  my  "little  secret." 
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She  did  this  carefully  with  a good  deal  of  back- 
ground information,  with  the  main  idea  that  I was 
not  gay  or  some  kind  of  wacko.  After  all,  her  fa- 
ther is  one  of  the  most  masculine  guys  she  knows. 
Amazingly,  she  accepted  this  even  more  easily 
than  my  wife  originally  did.  However,  when 
asked  if  she  would  like  to  see  pictures  of  me 
dressed,  she  declined.  The  closeness  of  my  wife 
and  daughter,  plus  the  upbeat  attitude  my  wife 
had  of  my  dressing,  made  everything  acceptable. 
Two  years  ago,  when  I finally  walked  into  the 
family  room  as  Brenda  and  stood  in  front  of  my 
daughter,  her  first  words  were  "Oh,  you'll  pass 
just  fine!"  I don't  think  it  could  get  any  better 
than  that! 

We  have  never  told  our  son,  though.  To  him, 
his  father  is  the  macho  guy  that  can  just  about 
handle  anything  in  life.  While  he  may  have  seen 
some  questionable  things  over  the  years,  he's 
never  pursued  it  in  any  way.  Using  my  "neecl-to- 
know"  theory,  there's  absolutely  no  reason  to  tell 
him  about  this  hidden  side  of  my  life,  either.  The 
same  idea  works  for  all  the  other  people  in  my 
life.  What  would  be  gained  by  telling  them?  Ab- 
solutely nothing — other  than  the  shock  value  of 
them  learning  that  I've  flipped  my  lid! 

That  seems  to  be  one  of  the  main  reasons  I get 
this  occasional  desire  to  tell  someone  about  me. 
To  shock  them.  It's  almost  a sexual  thing,  though 
the  chances  are  it  would  backfire  on  me  and  cre- 
ate a lot  of  friction  in  our  relationship  from  then 
on.  So,  I never  follow  up  on  this  notion  of  in- 
forming others  of  my  crossdressing.  Besides,  I get 
so  many  letters  from  other  CDs  and  we  talk  about 
ourselves  and  bare  our  souls. 

So  many  CDs  have  mentioned  that  they  never 
told  their  wives  or  girlfriends.  Those  that  have 
didn't  always  get  the  results  they  were  hoping 
for.  There  were  even  a few  divorces  due  to  the 
crossdressing.  Apparently  the  relationship  my 


wife  and  I have  is  very  rare,  indeed.  My  best  guess 
is  that  we  were  both  raised  by  parents  with  good 
common  sense  and  values.  They  instilled  an  ac- 
ceptance of  other  lifestyles  that  don't  really  hurt 
anybody.  Too  many  people  walk  around  with 
such  narrow-minded  ideas  and  can  only  see 
things  their  way.  In  my  opinion,  they  are  the  ones 
who  need  a shrink,  not  us! 

Many  CDs  have  written  me  expressing  a de- 
sire to  tell  the  SO,  but  are  so  afraid  of  the  results. 
I can't  fault  them  as  you  never  quite  know  how 
someone  is  going  to  react  to  this  knowledge.  I 
think  one  way  to  see  what  would  happen  would 
be  to  watch  a movie  together,  like  Tootsie  or  To 
Wong  Fu,  and  mention  that  it  would  be  interest- 
ing to  see  how  you'd  look  dressed  as  a woman. 
Or  bring  a book  home  on  the  subject  and  say 
you  found  it  fascinating  reading  about  guys  dress- 
ing up  as  women.  Or  some  variation  on  those 
ideas.  You're  sure  to  get  all  you  need  to  know  in 
short  order! 

I've  heard  of  some  CDs  dressing  up  and  sur- 
prising their  SOs.  I think  that's  just  a bit  too  much 
of  a surprise,  and  I don't  see  it  ever  working. 
You've  got  to  take  things  slow  and  easy.  Get  to 
know  their  feelings  about  crossdressing,  good  or 
bad,  then  see  if  they  could  be  gently  swayed  to 
acceptance  if  it's  back  Have  plenty  of  literature 
for  them  to  read  so  they  can  see  that  this  isn't  a 
horrible  curse  or  something  perverted.  Tell  them 
about  a "friend"  you  know  who  does  this  and 
he's  a regular  guy.  At  this  stage  in  my  life,  I just 
can't  imagine  my  keeping  this  from  my  wife.  The 
sneaking  would  give  her  all  kinds  of  suspicious 
thoughts  about  me.  I'm  so  glad  she  discovered 
the  hidden  clothes  so  many  years  ago.  We  keep 
no  secrets  from  each  other  now. 

She  takes  much  better  pictures  of  Brenda  than 
I'm  able  to  do  with  the  self-timer  anyway!  O 

Publisher’s  note:  This  is  Brenda’s  Last  Column. 
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▲ Marisa  Richmond,  PO  Box  92335, 
Nashville  TN  37209 


Barbara  Roberts,  PO  Box  6372, 
Baltimore  Md  21230  ▼ 


▲ Kate  O’Malley,  14  Brandywyne, 
Brielle  NJ  08730 


Ruby  Santiago,  PMB  101, 12472  Lake  Underhill  Rd, 
Orlando  FI  32828  ▼ 


▲ Kitty,  Idaho  FWD  3908 

Janet  Heron,  PO  Box  482, 
Berwick  PA  18603  ▼ 
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▲ Penny  tatlock,  PO  Box  n172 
Yomcalla  OR  37499 


▲ Richelle  D.,  PO  Box  9091 
Wyoming  Ml  49506 


Jackie  B,  PO  Box  312, 
Nuevo  CA  92567  ▼ 


Jocelyn  Rescott  (LL47),  PO  Box  1702, 
FDRSta.  NY  NY  10150  ▼ 


Beverly,  Baltimore  Md.  FWD4187  T 
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DiVO: 

bu/t  enfioncer 


\t  ■J**' 


Veronica/: 
hip  and  derriere 
enfiancer/ 


ULle  al/o  carry: 
full  fa/hion  ho/iery. 
brea/t  form/, 
nipple/, 
gaff/. 


m 

i 


Can  we  do  tfii/  for  you? 


Try  u/.  Cu/tom  made  body 
pro/tfhetia  i / our  /pecialty. 
We're  the  be/t! 

Vi/it  u/...  You'll  be  back. 


fTl/.  E/py  Lopez,  owner 

voice/fox:  562/595-9148 
out/ideof  Californio:  888/898-8787 
email:  cci@.fw/.com 
vi/it:  www.clcrv.com 
or  write:  P.O.  Box  115 
Wilmington.  Cfl  90748-0115  U/fl 
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Do  ya  wanna  be  gorgeous?  Do  ya 
wanna  step  out  in  style?  For  all  of 
those  who  wanna  be,  it's... 

Kolie 

WatiMom 

Salem  & 


Original  fashion  creations  designed  to  emphasize  and 
enhance  the  feminine  qualities  of  a male  body — plus  a 
full  service  makeover  salon  with  a professional  photog- 
rapher there  to  capture  the  new  you!  Call  to  make  your 
appointment  today,  or  visit  us  on  the  Internet  and  order 
our  fall/winter  catalog. 

Why  be  a wannabe?  Let  Katie  Wannabe  make  it  reality! 


http://www.katiewannabe.com 

215.673.3722 


Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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I talking  W^bile  I'rim.i 


Masquerade 
As  a Woman 


Sperling.  As 
thewinterchill 
set  in  he  loved 
feeling  the  nip 
in  the  air,  see- 
ing the  leaves 
turn  brilliant 
colors  and  get- 
ting out  his 
winter  ward- 
robe: the  coat 
with  the  fur 
collar,  the 
gloves,  stock- 
ings, dresses, 
so  many 
things. 
"Comes  Win- 
ter, 1 1 ike  to  get 
into  my 
women's 
duds.  What's 
the  harm? 
Women  wear 
men's 
clothes!"  And 

“Comes  Winter- 1 like  to  get  into  so  the  annual 
women’s  duds.”  addition  of  a 

long-bob  wig 

transformed  the  Manhattan  furniture  mover  into  a 
respectable  middle-class  brunette. 

But  one  day,  while  outwalking,  William  Sperling 
inadvertently,  "attracted  the  eyes  of  Patrolman  Finerty 
as  he  walked  his  beat  at  125th  St.  and  Manhattan 
Ave.  Finerty  followed  the  click  of  the  high  heels,  the 
swish  of  the  fur-collard  coat.  'Nice  morning!'  said 
Finerty  three  times  before  he  got  an  answer  - in  a 
bass  voice." 

Several  days  later  the  New  York  Mirror  reported 
that,  "white  haired  William  Sperling,  55,  furniture 


The  last 
days  of  au- 
tumn were  al- 
ways exciting 
for  William 


mover,  of  940  Third  Ave.,  stood  in  Week  End  Court, 
a brunette,  long-bob  wig  in  one  hand.  The  charge 
was  masquerading  as  a woman." 

Such  a grave  offense!  He  wasn't  robbing  a bank  or 
selling  goofballs  to  preschoolers.  He  was  just  wear- 
ing a dress  and  in  broad  daylight  (and  sometime 
around  1 950,  judging  from  the  photo  on  the  opposite 
coulmn).  For  this  grave  disturbance  of  the  peace  the 
New  York  City  Magistrate  committed  himto  Bellevue 
"for  observation."  Everyone  reading  the  New  York 
Mirror  knew  what  Bellevue  was,  the  loony  bin,  and 
that  was  obviously  where  this  pervert  belonged. 

William  Sperling  had  been  busted  for  "walking 
while  trans,"  although  he'd  never  heard  the  term.  It 
was  coined  within  the  past  year,  possibly  two.  Gen- 
der activists  used  it  while  protesting  treatment  of 
transfolk  by  the  San  Francisco  police  in  May,  2000. 
Some  think  it's  derived  from  "driving  while  black"  or 
"driving  while  brown,"  terms  used  when  discussing 
"racial  profiling,"  a sad  state  of  affairs  when  police 
pull  drivers  offthe  road  for  no  reason,  otherthan  their 
skin  color.  All  these  terms  in  turn  reference  the 
legalese  for  drunk  driving,  "driving  while  under  the 
influence." 

Though 
there's  a 
new  term, 
being 
busted  for 
drag  is  as 
old  as  law- 
and-order. 

The  most  fa- 
mous case 
in  the  En- 
glish speak- 
ing world 
was  that  of 
bank  clerk 
Ernest 
Boulton, 

22,  and  law 
student 
Frederick 
William 


Bank  clerk,  Ernest  Boulton,  who  had  a 
visiting  card  printed  with  the  name  Lady 
Stella  Clinton  bearing  the  family  crest 
of  her  lover,  Lord  Arthur  Peliham 
Clinton,  IMP. 
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Law  student  Frederick  William  Park  as 
Stella.  After  the  notoriety  of  the  trial 
he  traveled  to  New  York  and  performed 
using  the  name  Fred  Fenton.  He  died 
in  1881  at  the  age  of  33. 


Park,  23.  They  were 
arrested  while  leaving 
the  Strand  Theatre  on 
April  29,  1870  for 
"conspiracy  to  com- 
f — ^ fll  mit  a felony,"  accord- 
ing to  Peter  Ackroyd 
in  Dressing  Up  - 
Transvestism  and 
Drag:  The  History  of 
an  Obsession  (1979). 
Their  felony  was  bug- 
gery, which  was  a 
catchall  offense 
meaning,  "Beat  it!  You 
look  queer.  We  don't 
like  what  we  see  or 
what  we  think  you're 
going  to  do." 

While  being  held  overnight,  Stellaand  Fanny,  as  Boulton 
and  Park  were  called,  were  not  allowed  to  change.  Next 
day  The  Times'  coverage  of  the  incident  seemed  more 
suited  for  the  fashion  page  than  the  front  page: 

When  placed  in  the  dock,  Boulton  work  a cherry- 
coloured  evening  silk  dress  trimmed  with  white  lace;  his 
arms  were  bare  and  he  had  on  bracelets.  Fie  wore  a wig  and 
a plaited  chignon.  Park's  costume  consisted  of  a dark  green 
satin  dress,  low  necked,  trimmed  with  black  lace,  of  which 
material  he  also  had  a shawl  round  his  shoulders.  FH is  hair 
wasflaxen  and  in  curls.  Fie  had  on  a pair  of  white  kid  gloves. 

The  press  made  this  case  notorious.  Laurence  Senelick  in 
The  Changing  Room:  Sex , Drag  and  Theatre  (2000)  calls  it 
"an  ironic  precursor  of  Oscar  Wilde's  trials."  There  were  so 
many  delicious  details;  so  much  drama.  When  Stella  and 
Fanny  were  arrested,  they  were  in  the  company  of  two 
gentlemen.  One  fled  into  the  crowd.  The  other  was  Lord 
Arthur  Pelham  Clinton,  MP.  He  died  the  day  he  was 
subpoenaed  to  appear  in  court.  The  diagnosis  was  "exhaus- 
tion resulting  from  scarlet  fever,"  though  some  suspect 
suicide  (Senelick,  p.  303).  When  Boulton's  mother  testified 
she  said  that  her  son  "was  22  years  old,  and  had  dressed  up 
as  a girl  from  the  age  of  6.  As  a child  his  favorite  role  was 
that  of  parlour  maid,  in  which  he  deceived  his  own  rela- 
tions." Every  crossdresser  in  England  must  have  started 
having  fem-dom  fantasies,  cursing  their  own  youth,  wasted 
in  trousers. 

Boulton  and  Park/Stella  and  Fanny  were  eventually 
acquitted.  Part  of  their  defense  rested  on  their  numerous 


drag  appearances  in  amateur  theatricals.  Newspaper  re- 
views from  these  performances  were  entered  as  evidence 
and  fashionable  photographer  Oliver  Sarony  explained 
that  photos  of  drag  performers  were  greatly  in  demand, 
"They  were  sold  as  fast  as  they  could  be  printed."  Another 
female  impersonator,  Amos  Gibbings,  "explained  his  wear- 
ing women's  clothes  at  a ball  as  the  natural  extension  of  his 
large  repertory  of  female  stage  roles;  friends  'wished  to 
learn  how  I could  sustain  a character  in  a private  room... 
My  ladies'  wardrobe  consisted  of  dresses  for  parts  in 
modern  costume.'"  (Senelick,  p.  303)  So  drag  in  public  was 
not  frivolous  debauchery,  but  serious  character  study,  a 
precursor  to  method  acting.  These  were  serious  artists 
"living  the  role."  Or  perhaps  Stella  and  Fanny  were  follow- 
ing the  tenets  of  their  contemporary,  Kabuki  master 
Yoshizawa  Ayame,  the  female  impersonator  or  onnagata, 
who  proclaimed,  "if  he  does  not  live  his  normal  life  as  if  he 
was  a woman,  it  will  not  be  possible  for  him  to  be  called  a 
skillful  onnagata."  (New  York  Herald , Nov.  20,  1 898,  p.  2) 
Let's  call  this  the  Boulton  and  Park  defense  and  sum  it  up 
as,  "it's  not  perversion,  it's  art."  This  provided  a great 
excuse  for 
American 
college  stu- 
dents during 
the  1 920's, 
when  every 
school  had  an 
annual  show 
featuring  fe- 
male imper- 
s o n a t i n g 
underclass- 
men. In  Venus 
Castina  C.  J. 

Bulliet  (1 928) 
writes  that, 

"Female  im- 
personators in 
amateur  dra- 
matics have 
become  al- 
most as  much 
of  an  institu- 
tion in  Ameri- 
can colleges 
as  football 


Unknown  young  thespians  of  a bygone  era. 

This  photo  was  probably  taken  in  the 
1 920’s,  when  theatrical  crossdressing  was 
considered  a harmless  lark.  It  was 
practically  encouraged.  I bet  these  “girls” 
are  even  wearing  boxer  shorts  and  t-shirts 


under  their  gowns. 
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heroes,  and  every  year  sees  the  lovely  girl-boys  touring 
America  with  the  approval  - or,  at  least,  without  the 
disapproval  - of  the  college  faculty  - all  for  the  honor  of 
Alma  Mater!" 

Convenient  though  it  was,  the  Boulton  and  Park  defense 
didn't  apply  to  working  class  trannies.  In  1913  "plate 
worker"  Johnson  Hood  was  arrested  in  Peterborough, 
England  and  charged  with  being  a "wandering  lunatic" 
because  of  his  "extraordinary  mania  for  feminine  imper- 
sonation." It  didn't  help  his  case  that  one-day,  while  out 
exercising  his  mania,  a man  said  to  him,  "I  believe  you  are 
a man  masquerading  as  a woman."  Johnson  Hood  replied, 
"I  know  I am;  I am  the  son  of  King  Edward  VII,  and  King 
George  is  my  brother."  The  man  then  filed  a complaint. 
Hood's  wife  testified  that  he'd  been  dressing  in  women's 
clothes,  "ever  since  he  was  eleven  years  of  age. ...and  she 
wished  they  (the  police)  had  caught  him  earlier."  Johnson 
Hood  was  eventually  released  into  the  custody  of  his  wife 
and  son.  "Hood  himself  undertook  not  to  masquerade  as  a 
woman  again."  (James  Gardiner,  Who's  a Pretty  Boy  Then ? 
1996,  p.  39) 

But  if  the  Boulton  and  Park  defense  worked  for  college 
students  in  the  1920's,  it  had  completely  collapsed  by 
1930,  when  such  shows  became  less  popular.  And  no 
defense  was  possible  if  your  actions  might  compromise 
national  defense  by  corrupting  the  military.  Consider  this 

Three  slick  chicks  — Only  they  turned  out  to  be  more  burly  than 
girly.  Columbia,  SC,  police  arrested  them  for  posing  as  women 
and  picking  up  soldires  at  a local  nightspot.  Thomas  Long,  26, 

Benton  hardin,  17,  and  Charles  Williams,  21,  were  given  the 
choice  of  getting  out  of  town,  paying  a $100  fine,  or  spending  30 
days  in  jail.  The  defendants  thereupon  decided  they  didn't  like  this 


particular  brand  of  Southern  hospitality... 


undated,  incomplete  clipping,  probably  from  the  early 
1960's,  showing  three  queens  in  the  dock.  Two  were 
definitely  college-age  when,  "Columbia,  S(outh)  C(arolina) 
police  arrested  them  for  posing  as  women  and  picking  up 
soldiers  at  a local  night  spot."  The  article  goes  on  to  gloat 
over  how,  "Thomas  Long,  26;  Benton  Hardin,  17,  and 
Charles  Williams,  20,  were  given  the  choice  of  getting  out 
of  town,  paying  a $1 00  fine,  or  spending  30  days  in  jail.  The 
defendants  thereupon  decided  they  didn't  like  this  particu- 
lar brand  of  Southern  hospitality.... "The  clipping  ends,  but 
hopefully  the  "girls"  were  able  to  pay  the  money  and  run. 

The  demise  of  the  Boulton  and  Park  defense  left  cross- 
dressers of  any  sexual  stripe  at  the  mercy  of  the  authorities. 
There  didn't  even  have  to  be  laws  against  crossdressing  on 
the  books.  The  police  always  seemed  to  find  some  infrac- 
tion, such  as  "public  nuisance,"  to  call  in  the  wagon  and 
clear  the  TG  offenders  off  the  streets.  The  next  defense  our 
community  tried  was  having  a letter  or  a identity  card 
signed  by  a doctor,  preferably  a psychologist  or  psychia- 
trist, saying  that  you  were  under  a doctor's  care  for  transves- 
titism  and  that  make-up  and  high  heels  were  part  of  your 
therapy.  Several  of  the  early  support  groups  included  such 
cards  in  their  membership  package.  It  was  an  incentive  to 
join,  like  the  club's  newsletter  or  meetings.  But  it  is  a sad 
state  of  affairs  when  crossdressing  goes  from  being  an  art  to 
a condition. 

We'll  continue  Walking  While  Tans  in  the  next  issue. 
Until  then  Drama  Queen  and  Lady  Like  hopes  that  all  our 
readers  will  enjoy  a safe  and  happy  holiday  season  walking 
while  trans  on  the  streets,  in  the  clubs,  at  parties  and  events 
staying  far  from  the  hoosegow. 

Ms  BOB  is  a member  of  the  GLBT  Historical  Society 
board  ofdirectors.  Shecollects gender-related  books,  maga- 
zines and  ephemera.  Currently  she's  seeking  NEW  LEMALE 
MIMICS  (Winter,  1970-71),  EN  FEMME  #11  and  LADY 
LIKE#7,21  -28,30&31 . Ms  Bob  can  be  contacted  c/o  Lady 
Like  or  at  <msbob@tgforum.com>. 

CAROL  KLEINMAIER  is  a founding  member  of  Trans- 
gendered  Nation.  For  two  decades  she  has  been  an  activist 
for  both  gender  and  AIDS  issues. 

If  there  is  any  subject  you'd  be  interested  seeing  covered 
in  DRAMA  QUEEN,  please,  drop  us  a line  and  we  will  try 
to  oblige. 


continued  on  next  page 
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A van  pulled  into  the  adjacent  driveway  the  moment  I'd 
lined  up  the  first  photo!  Notwithstanding  some  anxiety  on 
my  part  I relied  on  incredible  make-up  and  wardrobe  to 
get  me  through  the  iffy  situation.  Parents  and  children  did 
peer  sporadically;  levertheNesss  once  they  observed  me 
positioning  myself  in  the  foreground  of  each  take,  they  to- 
tally lost  interest.  Who/what  I was,  hadn't  intrigued  them; 
only  what  I was  up  to!  Double-yay! 

A third  locality  (Vivian  and  Markham)  proved  supremely 
spectacular!  My  accentuated  hazel  eyes  beheld  a collec- 
tion of  cute  conifers  adorned  with  blue  and  white  light 
bulbs!  In  a word,  wow! 

Then  more  pictures  at  another,  green  space — this  one 
on  the  west  side  of  town  (Glengarry  and  Normandy).  To  be 
honest,  there  did  exist  a number  of  more  suitable  subjects 
at  my  disposal — theoretically.  Unfortunately,  some  views 
remained  obstructed  by  parked  vehicles  or  utility  poles. 


Others  could  be  photographed  only  if  I trespassed.  Like, 
no  way! 

Bummer.  Mom's  wrist  watch  indicated  that  midnight 
had  arrived.  It  was  December  26th.  Time  for  redheaded 
Cinderella'  to  march  her  dainty  derriere  home.  Still,  self- 
imposed  curfew  aside,  where  in  the  world  (or,  at  least,  in 
T.M.R.)  lay  that  elusive  "ultimate  masterpiece"? 

Gosh,  all  that  roaming  reminded  me  of  a poem  I'd  writ- 
ten two  years  earlier: 

"With  sense  of  purpose,  midnight  unto-dawn, 

She  walks  e'er  further  - on,  and  on,  and  on..." 

I trudged  (gracefully)  ever  westward  to  Parklane  Manor 
situated  at  the  corner  of  Glengarry  and  Fulton  whose  lobby 
annually  displayed  a truly  gorgeous  white  tree!  (Hey,  how 
could  I possibly  resist?)  I entered  the  premises,  hoping  no 
one  would  venture  (stagger?  whatever)  in  or  out.  Amaz- 
ingly, I snapped  five  without  so  much  as  another  human 
being  appearing!  Okay,  finally  satisfied,  I packed  up  ye 
olde  equipment,  bundled  up  and  embarked  on  the  voy- 
age home.  (By  now,  I'd  warmed  up  nicely!) 

Oddly  enough,  the  return  trip  included  a few  sad  mo- 
ments. For  some  inexplicable  reason,  I'd  begun  reminisc- 
ing about  my  parents,  our  once-close-knit  family,  and 
Christmas  past.  And,  again,  that  particular  piece  of  poetry 
came  to  mind: 

"Both  loved  ones  gone  and  no  soul  left  to  care,  She 
chooses  whom  to  be  and  what  to  wear!" 

Soon  I'd  sleep  soundly.  And  any  dreams  would  be  to- 
tally sweet.  Fer  shur. 

Postscript  On  the  evening  of  December  27th,  "Kathleen" 
left  her  humble  abode  for  a casual  stroll  to  Outremont's 
quaint  Bernard  Avenue.  (In  the  summertime,  its  sidewalk 
cafes  overflow  with  bodacious  babes  in  short  sundresses!) 
To  my  horror,  I heard  the  familiar  voice  of  the  Janitor — 
who  happened  to  be  exchanging  Holiday  greetings  with  a 
female  tenant!  Stopped  in  my  tracks  with  the  stairwell  door 
locked  behind  me,  I took  a deep  breath,  threw  my  shoul- 
ders back,  and  "calmly"  sauntered  out!  (Hey,  I'm  flexible — 
except  for  one  arm.)  Well,  el  super  continued  conversing — 
without  giving  "Ms.  Murphy"  the  slightest  sideward  glare! 
Unreal!  (No,  I didn't  demand  he  replace  the  broken  faucet 
fixtures!  As  if!) 

O 
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Jane  Martin 

_ _ . w All  dressed 

THE  RELUCTANT  , 

up  and  no 
INGENUE  place  to  go?  I 
was  a victim  of  anxi- 
ety trapped  inside  my 
hotel  room.  This 
routine  had  been 
fulfilling  enough 
for  the  longest 
time:  practice  makeup  & 
hair,  leisurely  dress  and  vogue  in 
front  of  mirror  then  take  some  pic- 
tures for  posterity.  Jane  was  merely 
an  illusion  for  my  eyes  only.  How- 
ever, illusions  are  like  fog,  they 
lack  substance  and 
evaporate  quickly.  I ached 
to  experience  life  "in  the  real  world"  as  a woman.  But  first, 
that  would  require  walking  through  the  door! 

Still  the  same  old  story. . . 

I rolled  a pair  of  vintage  silk  stockings  over  my  freshly 
waxed  legs.  The  nude  material  seemed  to  glow  an  irides- 
cent hue.  I loved  looking  at  my  scarlet  toenails  through  the 
darkened  toecaps.  My  skin  felt  smooth  and  fluid  like  mother 
of  pearl  and  made  me  want  to  touch  myself.  Inserting  red 
thumbnails  into  my  dark  stocking  tops,  I eased  them  up 
one  leg  at  a time.  They  shimmered  at  my  touch.  Their  dark- 
ness appeared  almost  liquid  upon  my  fingertips.  I fastened 
them  to  the  shiny  garters  tethered  to  my  satin  paneled  open 
bottom  girdle.  I slowly  ran  the  palms  of  my  hands  up  each 
leg  until  I felt  the  warmth  of  my  inner  thighs.  I walked 
across  the  room  to  inspect  myself  in  the  full-length  mirror. 
Each  step  felt  like  foreplay  and  my  hairless  sex  tingled  with 
excitement.  I checked  my  back  seams  to  see  if  they  were 
'straight'?  Gee,  what  a funny  word! 

I inhaled  deeply  and  tightened  my  waist  cincher.  I deli- 
cately placed  each  hook  through  the  corresponding  eye- 
let. I glanced  up  and  admired  the  outline  of  my  breasts  as 
I looked  into  the  mirror.  My  sheer  bra  left  so  little  to  the 
imagination.  I loved  having  models  boobs,  small,  upturned 
and  athletic.  Janie's  A-cups,  I exclaimed!  I smiled  and  softly 
squeezed  my  nipples.  It  made  me  feel  warm  and  wanton. 

Raising  my  arms,  I slid  a diaphanous  dress  over  my  shoul- 
ders and  felt  its  flow  caressing  me  from  my  elbows  to  my 
kneecaps.  The  updraft  tickled  my  naked  genitalia.  It  might 
be  a cheap  thrill  but  it's  one  that  I find  endlessly  intoxicat- 
ing. Lowering  the  tips  of  my  toes,  I crossed  my  legs,  arched 
my  foot  and  slid  into  my  high-heeled  pumps,  one  foot  at  a 


time. 

I examined  my  makeup...  white  Irish  skin,  Bambi  eyes 
and  wet,  glossy  lips.  Did  it  cry  out  feminine  sensuality?  I 
hoped  my  estrogen  was  high  octane!  I pressed  my  lips  into 
a kiss  then  checked  my  lip  liner.  I combed  my  hair  in  long, 
slow  strokes,  then  draped  and  curled  it  around  my  ears.  I 
tilted  my  head  to  the  side  just  to  watch  an  earring  dangle 
from  my  lobe. 

My  heels  clicked  as  I walked  toward  the  door  of  my 
hotel  room.  Picking  up  my  purse,  I reached  for  the  handle, 
opened  the  door  slightly  and  heard  the  bass  sound  of  male 
voices  echoing  in  the  hallway.  Damn.  It  was  like  finger- 
nails on  the  blackboard  or  Dracula  at  dawn.  I froze  in  hor- 
ror and  closed  the  door.  I felt  a redness  flush  on  my  cheeks 
and  my  pulse  quickened.  My  sailboat  had  reached  the  Great 
Barrier  Reef. 

Floating  my  boat...  a night  of  firsts! 

"Patience  is  a virtue  possessed  by  the  very  few."  Reli- 
gious proverb. 

"One  night,  it  will  be  my  night,  when  the  time  is  right"... 
and  so  it  would  come  to  pass. 

I had  reserved  a corner  hotel  room  on  the  first  floor  next 
to  a side  exit  and  waited  for  darkness.  With  room  key  in 
hand,  I nervously  pulled  the  door  closed  and  listened  to 
the  tumbler  click.  Right  heel  in  front  of  left  toecap,  one 
foot  in  front  of  the  other,  hips  swaying  slightly,  I greeted 
the  evening  as  a girl.  It  was  my  maiden  voyage. 

I had  a date  with  another  TGirl  whom  I had  met  over 
the  Internet.  She  wore  a tailored  working-girl  ensemble 
with  matching  spectator  pumps.  We  headed  downtown  to 
a gender  club,  which  was  holding  an  amateur  drag  queen 
contest  that  evening.  I wasn't  as  nervous  as  I was  excited 
to  experience  night  life  as  a woman.  I hopped  into  the  car 
gushing,  "I  hope  I look  OK"?  I crossed  my  legs  thigh-over- 
thigh,  raised  my  skirt  and  said,  "Do  you  like  my  classic 
stockings  and  girdle.  I felt  very  1 950's  tonight"?  With  20:20 
hindsight,  I realized  I could  have  caused  an  accident.  What 
I heard  was  a breathless  exclamation  'Oh  yes'...  and  my 
thigh  was  feeling  its  first  lustful  stroke  from  someone  other 
than  myself! 

We  arrived  with  little  fanfare,  other  than  hearing  "hi  guys" 
from  a chubby  little  doorway  bouncer  checking  ID's.  How 
disconcertingly  wrong!  Is  this  what's  called  'getting  made'? 
Walking  through  the  entrance  hallway,  I received  my  first  of 
what  would  become  a thousand  subsequent  glances  that 
beckoned,  is  that  a guy  dressed  up  like  a girl,  or... 

I got  something  to  drink  at  the  bar  and  we  sat  down 
next  to  each  other,  waiting  for  the  entertainment  to  begin. 
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Ingenue... 

I glanced  at  a red  neon  sign  glowing  from  across  the  room. 
It  beckoned  me  to  visit.  The  sign  read  LADIES  and  I had 
waited  a lifetime  to  enter!  I tilted  my  head  slowly  turning 
towards  my  date,  blinked  my  eyes,  pressed  my  lips  against 
her  ear  then  softly  whispered,  "I  have  to  pee." 

Pivoting  on  the  ball  of  my  foot,  I stood  up  and  saun- 
tered towards  the  ladies  room  door.  It  was  a religious  ex- 
perience, like  a would-be  repentant  sinner  walking  down 
a cathedral  aisle  towards  the 
confessional...  fist  tenta- 
tively, then  purpose- 
fully, and  finally  with  a 
sigh  of  anticipated  re- 
lief. The  door  creaked 
open  and  I entered,  ob- 
serving a pair  of  panty- 
hose and  flats  parked  in 
front  of  a commode.  I 
listened  to  the  sound  of 
tinkling  upon  ceramic 
and  heard  the  rustle  of 
a toilet  tissue  dispenser. 

I walked  to  the  adja- 
cent stall,  closed  the 
door,  lifted  my  dress 
and  reached  for  the 
base  of  my  girdle.  Re- 
arranging my  founda- 
tion-wear, I sat  down 
and  slowly  drained  the  liz 
ard!  How  sublime! 

In  a flash,  or  was  it  a flush,  I was  standing  in  a mirrored 
alcove  performing  the  ritual  of  retouching  my  lipstick.  I 
enjoyed  the  sights  and  sounds  of  the  ladies  room.  I felt  at 
the  same  time,  both  a member  of  the  tribe  as  well  as  a 
voyeur  seeking  the  impossible  dream.  A girl  standing  about 
5 feet  from  me  was  checki  ng  her  makeup.  As  she  was  bend- 
ing  forward  I noticed  she  had  a lovely  tattoo  at  the  base  of 
her  spine.  I gazed  in  admiration.  Exhaling  slowly,  I recip- 
rocated the  intimate  view  by  checking  to  see  that  my  stock- 
ing tops  were  snugly  secured  to  my  garters.  She  smiled 
back  and  I felt  warm. 

Nearby  stood  a stall  missing  a door.  In  a seconds  flash, 
a short,  dark  haired  girl  came  flying  into  the  ladies  room 
with  her  girlfriend  in  tow...  chatting  a mile  a minute.  With- 
out missing  a syllable,  she  dropped  her  jeans  and  panties 


to  just  below  her  knees,  squatted  and  released  a waterfall 
that  cascaded  through  dark,  curly  and  neatly  trimmed  pu- 
bic hair  that  perfectly  framed  her  pierced  clit  hood.  As  she 
was  gently  dabbing  excess  moisture  from  her  Georgia 
O'Keefe  with  white  single-ply  tissue,  I walked  to  the  open 
stall  and  said  "Hi."  God,  don't  strike  me  blind! 

Returning  to  the  bar,  my  TGirl  date  started  to  say,  "Did 
you  remember  to  sit  and  not  stand"?  I gave  her  a look  that 
stopped  her  in  mid  sentence.  The  drag  show  was  about  to 

begin.  I ended  up  seeing  the 
first  of  what  would  be- 
come several  subse- 
quent performances  by 
a petite  drag  queen  so 
provocative  she  could 
make  a heathen  pray. 
She  performed  two 
numbers  and  won  the 
amateur  event  with  a 
thunderous  applause. 

The  room  was 
awash  with  androgy- 
nous flesh,  scented 
and  seductive.  I was 
certainly  'in  my  milieu' 
and  I glowed,  loving 
every  moment.  I en- 
joyed letting  my  hem 
creep  up  my  leg  as  I 
nonchalantly  wiggled 
y ankle  bracelet.  Then,  I 
would  pull  it  back  down...  but  not  "too  soon."  I loved  the 
feeling  of  being  eyeballed  by  the  other  T Girls  as  well  as  bi- 
females. 

Back  in  my  date's  car,  I barely  had  time  to  fasten  my 
seat  belt  when  I spied  her  right  hand  hovering  above  my 
Maidenform  and  lifting  my  skirt.  Her  left  hand  was  moving 
feverishly  underneath  her  dress.  I wondered  if  I was  about 
to  get  petted'?  The  nuns  had  warned  us  when  I was  a pre- 
pubescent  child  in  grammar  school!  I didn't  have  to  wait 
long  for  an  answer.  Just  as  her  fingers  reached  between  my 
legs,  her  hand  trembled  and  she  turned  towards  me,  say- 
ing sheepishly,  "Do  you  have  a Kleenex?  It  seems  I've  had 
an  orgasm  already"!  I also  felt  relieved,  but  in  a different 
way! 

Knowing  it  was  relatively  safe;  I invited  her  back  into 
my  hotel  room  but  I was  insistent  about  needing  my  beauty 
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rest.  No  sooner  did  I set  my  purse  down  on  the  dresser 
than  I felt  arms  embracing  me  from  around  my  shoulders. 
L'Oreal  lips  were  waiting  to  troll  for  my  tonsils.  I gave  her 
a peck  on  the  cheek  and  with  a look  of  propriety;  I coyly 
sat  down  on  the  sofa. 

She  kneeled  at  my  feet  like  a subservient  Vienna  choir- 
boy greeting  an  Archbishop.  She  waited  for  what  I'm  sure 
felt  like  an  eternity.  Then,  her  tongue  wetted  her  lipstick  as 
she  tentatively  spread  my  knees  apart.  I could  feel  her  hands 
tugging  at  my  girdle,  massaging  my  inner  thighs  and  strok- 
ing me  underneath  my  stocking  tops.  My  nerve  endings 
tingled  with  excitement.  She  pulled  my  panties  down  to 
my  ankles.  I lifted  my  Mary  Jane  pumps,  reached  down 
and  nonchalantly  tossed  them  across  the  room.  With  rev- 
erence and  fervent  attention  to  detail,  she  solemnly  cupped 
her  hands  together  around  my  member,  momentarily  gazed 
at  the  heavens  then  performed  a ritual  that  was  truly  a re- 
ligious experience.  I let  her  keep  the  tossed  panties  as  a 
souvenir! 

Later  lying  in  bed  by  myself,  I took  inventory  of  the 
evening's  firsts.  Some  I savored,  others  I wrote  off  as  exu- 
berant girlish  adventure.  Flushed  with  adrenalin,  my  mind 
raced,  then  paused  reflecting  on  that  dark  haired  girl  sit- 
ting in  the  door-less  stall...  silver  stud  piercing  her  baby- 
soft  lips,  then  I fell  asleep. 

Same  psalm , second  verse... 

Another  out-of-town  evening  started  in  much  the  same 
manner.  I met  an  attractive,  tall  TGirl  at  a transsexual  sup- 
port group  gathering.  She  was  the  editor  of  her  local  trans- 
club's newsletter  and  was  taking  copious  notes  on  the  tri- 
als and  tribulations  of  transitioning  full  time.  We  exchanged 
smiles,  she  chatted  me  up  and  we  decided  to  meet  the 
following  evening  for  dinner  at  a local,  gender  friendly 
restaurant. 

After  dinner  and  girl  talk  the  next  night  and  being  the 
dutiful  hostess,  she  drove  me  around  to  some  of  the  vari- 
ous gender  clubs  in  her  hometown.  We  stopped  for  a night- 
cap at  a local  lesbian  bar  where  she  had  fond  memories  of 
a bygone  evening. 

Like  a swallow  returning  to  Capistrano,  I excused  my- 
self and  headed  towards  the  ladies  room.  While  inside,  I 
introduced  myself  to  a small,  waif-like  girl  with  blond  hair. 
She  was  cute  in  a quirky,  insecure,  Eddie  Bauer  kind  of 
way  and  was  talking  to  a femme  friend  who  was  there 
with  her  date,  a rather  butch  and  heavyset  lady.  Fresh  from 
our  lavatory  tete-a-tete,  we  danced  to  a song  while  she 
lamented  about  breaking  up  with  her  on-again/off-again, 


in-denial  girlfriend.  She  told  me  she  thought  I was  'prettier 
than  she  was'  and  that  it  was  weird...  but  she  felt  some- 
how attracted  to  me!  Without  even  pausing  to  think,  I bent 
forward,  our  lips  touched  and  I received  my  first  lesbian 
kiss. 

She  gushed  instantly;  "oh  it  could  be  so  good!"  Her 
saliva  tasted  sweet  like  warm  & wet  cotton  candy  and  she 
smelled  like  a floral  bouquet.  Our  breasts  touched  mo- 
mentarily and  her  torso  rubbed  up  against  mine.  Without 
hesitating  I uttered,  "I  know  this  sounds  ridiculous  but 
would  you  like  to  go  out  sometime?"  She  smiled,  scribbled 
down  her  cell  phone  number  on  a cocktail  napkin  and 
said  'yes!" 

My  TGirl  date  had  a perplexed  look  on  her  face  when  I 
returned  to  the  table.  I smiled  and  quoting  James  Bond, 
uttered  in  my  best  Scottish  brogue,  "I  may  be  wet  but  my 
martini  is  still  dry."  She  laughed  and  then  told  me  about  a 
similar  situation. 

She  had  a date  with  a male  friend  who  took  her  to  see  a 
performance  of  the  local  symphony  orchestra.  Afterwards, 
they  came  into  the  bar  for  a nightcap.  She  met  a lesbian 
girl  whom  she  thought  she  knew  from  her  drab-life  at  a 
former  employer!  She  didn't  get  'outed'...  and  she  added 
cheerfully,  her  date,  her  rediscovered  acquaintance  and 
she  had  a memorable  menage  that  evening. 

The  adventure  continued  but  the  "third  verse  of  the 
psalm"  will  have  to  wait  for  another  story! 
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Resources 

North  American  Support  Groups 


National  US  Membership 
Organizations 

International  Foundation  for 
Gender  Education,  PO  Box  540229, 
Waltham,  MA  02454.  Publishes 
Transgender  Tapestry  ($4o/year 
subscription).  Reprints  and  books  on 
TV/TS  subjects,  other  info.  Hosts 
annual  conference  in  different 
locations  around  the  country  Phone: 
617-899-2212. 

"ifgeaifge.org"  "www.ifge.org" 

Renaissance  Transgender 
Association,  Inc.,  987  Old  Eagle 
School  Rd.,  Suite  719,  Wayne,  Pa. 

19087.  610-975-9119  24  hr.  answering 
machine,  but  phones  are  answered 
personally  on  Monday  and  Thursday 
evenings.  Membership  fee  of  $40 
includes  the  monthly  publication 
"Transgender  Community  News."  Also 
publishes  Background  Papers  and 
Community  Outreach  Bulletins  on 
transgender  issues  for  personal  and 
professional  use.  Speakers  available 
for  classroom,  corporate,  or  media 
discussions  of  transgender  issues. 
Renaissance  currently  has  four 
chapters  and  seven  affiliates. 

Affiliates  are  noted  with  "(!)”  in  the 
list  below  Renaissance  is  a 501ICII3] 
non-profit  membership  organization. 
"angeiaatren.org"  "www.ren.org” 

Society  for  the  Second  Self  (SSS), 

Box  194,  Tulare,  CA  93275.  Focused  on 
families  and  relationships.  Tri-Ess 
publishes  the  Femme  Mirror  quarterly 
and  hosts  an  annual  convention.  Tri- 
Ess  chapters  are  marked  with  "*"  in 
the  list  below.  Tri-Ess  is  a non-profit 
membership  organization. 
"jeftriSataol.com" 

Alaska 

Alaska  T People,  PO  Box  670349, 
Chugiak,  AK,  99567 

Arizona 

A Rose,  PO  Box  8108,  Glendale,  AZ, 
85312-8108,  602-488-0959 

Transgendered  Harmony,  PO  Box 
83927,  Phoenix,  AZ,  85701,  602-954- 
7553,  www.geocities.com/tgharmony 

Alpha-Zeta  (Tri-Ess),  PO  Box  28363, 
Tempe,  AZ,  85285-8363,  602-488-0959, 

Evolere  Transgendered  Foundation, 
1830  E.  Broadway  Blvd.  *124-269, 
Tucson,  AZ,  85719,  (520)  884-0541 

Southern  Arizona  Gender  Alliance,  300 
E Sixth  St,  Tucson,  AZ,  85705 

California 

U.S.  G.I.R.L.S.  Club,  P.O.  Box  3182, 
Cerritos,  CA,  90703-3182 

Diablo  Valley  Girls,  PO  Box  272885, 
Concord,  CA,  94527-2885 
www.transgender.org/tg/dvg/ 

American  Transsexual  Education 
Center,  1626  n.  Wilcox  Ave.  *584, 
Hollywood,  CA,  90028,  213-389-6938 

Gender  Expressions,  PO  Box  816, 
Lakewood,  CA,  90714,  310-869-4241 

CHIC,  PO  Box  17850,  Long  Beach,  CA, 
90807 


Access  Point,  PO  Box  7180,  Los  Osos, 
CA,  93402,  800-549-1749 

CD  Social  Group,  PO  Box  224, 

Montrose,  CA,  91021 

LKO  (Ladies  Knight  Out),  3320  Chapman 
Ave.,  Orange,  CA,  92869,  (714)  289-0144 

PSGV  Transgendered  Support,  401 
South  Main  St.,  Suite  104,  Pomona,  CA, 
91765,  909-620-8987 

Alpha  Chapter,  409  N.  Pacific  Coast 
Hwy.  *320,  Redondo  Beach,  CA,  90277, 
310-798-5637 

Born  Free,  PO  Box  52829,  Riverside, 

CA,  92517,  909-875-2687, 
www.B0rnFree2000.c0m 

Sacramento  Gender  Assoc.,  PO  Box 
162907,  Sacramento,  CA,  95816-2907, 
916-364-7212 

Neutral  Corner,  PO  Box  19008,  San 
Diego,  CA,  92159,  619-685-3696 

Center  for  Gay,  Lesbian,  Bisexual  8 
Transgendered  Community,  3909 
Centre  Street,  San  Diego,  CA,  92103, 
619-692-2077 

TGSF,  PO  Box  426486,  San  Francisco, 
CA,  94142-6486,  415-564-3246, 
www.tgsf.org/ 

LYRIC  (Lavender  Youth  Recreation  and 
Information  Center),  127  Collingwood 
St,  San  Francisco,  CA,  94117,  800-246- 
7743,  www.lyric.org 

Rainbow  Gender  Association,  PO  Box 
700730,  San  Jose,  CA,  95170-0730,  408- 
984-4044,  www.transgender.org/tg/ 
rga/rgapage  html 

Silicon  Valley  Gender  Association,  175 
Stockton,  San  Jose,  CA,  www.svga.org 

TranzcentralCoast,  P.O.  Box  14146,  San 
Luis  Obispo,  CA,  93406,  805-543-2126, 
tranzcentralcoast.org 

Sigma  Sigma  Beta,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box 
19933,  So.  Lake  Tahoe,  CA,  96151,  n/a 

TG  Alliance  of  Coachella  Valley,  PO 
Box  391,  Thousand  Palms,  CA,  92276, 
760-323-9663,  humlog.homestead.com/ 
tgcoachellavalley 

Tri  Chi  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA, 
93275,  209-688-9246 

Ventura  Transgender  Outreach,  c/o 
GLCC,  3503  Arundel  I Circle,  Suite  3-A, 
Ventura,  CA,  93003,  805-339-6340 

Colorado 

Phoneix  Project,  1740  South  Buckley 
Road,  *6-178,  Aurora,  CO,  80017 

Gender  Identity  Center  of  Colorado, 
Inc.,  1455  Ammons  St. , Suite  100, 
Lakewood,  CO,  80215-4993,  303-202- 
6466,  www.transgender.org/tg/gic 

Pueblo  TV/TS  Support  Group,  1144 
Clarmont,  Pueblo,  CO,  81004-2808 

Connecticut 

connecticuTView,  PO  Box  2281,  Devon, 
CT,  06460,  www.transgender.org/ctv 

Connecticut  Outreach  Society,  PO  Box 
163,  Farmington,  CT,  06034,  (860)  604- 
6343,  www.ctoutreach.org 

GBSING,  c/o  PO  Box  162,  Haddam,  CT, 
06438 


Twenty  (XX)  Club  Inc.,  PO  Box  387, 
Hartford,  CT,  06141-0387,  203-646-8651 

District  of  Columbia 

Washington-Baltimore  Alliance,  PO 
Box  50724,  Washington,  DC,  20091- 
0724,  800-738-0389 

Delaware 

Renaissance,  Delaware  Chapter,  PO 
Box  5656,  Wilmington,  DE,  19808,  302- 
376-1990,  www.ren.org/rende.html 

Florida 

Starburst,  PO  Box  6822,  Clearwater,  FL, 
33756-6822,  727-523-8760 

Trans  Alliance  of  Gainesville,  PO  Box 
143102,  Gainesville,  FL,  32614-3102 

Mu  Beta  Gamma  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  4126, 
Hialeah,  FL,  33014,  305-653-8088, 
geocities.com/Athens/Atrium/8168 

North  Florida  Transgender  Group 
(NFTG),  768  Day  Ave,  Jacksonville,  FL, 
32205,  904-384-8965 

Animas,  PO  Box  420309,  Miami,  FL, 
33242,  NA 

Evolve,  946  N Mills  Ave,  Orlando,  FL, 
32803,  407-228-8272 

Emerald  Coast/PANTRA,  8084  N.  Davis 
Hwy  E3,  Pensacola,  FL,  32514 

Tampa  Bay  Gender  Alliance,  3708 
Swann  Ave,  Tampa,  FL,  33629,  813-985- 
337' 

Gender  Society  of  the  Palm  Beaches, 
c/o  Compass,  7600  s.  Dixie  Highway, 

W.  Palm  Beach,  FL,  33405,  561-533- 
9699,  www.compassglcc.com 

Phi  Epislon  Mu,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  3261, 
Winter  Park,  FL,  32790-3261,  (407)  263- 
8978 

Georgia 

AGE,  PO  Box  160003,  Atlanta,  GA, 

30316,  770-439-9769. 
www.genderatlanta.org/ 

Sigma  Epsilon,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  272, 
Rosewell,  GA,  30077-0272, 
Unknown404-552-44i5 

Hawaii 

Hawaii  Transgendered  Outreach,  PO 
Box  8233,  Honolulu,  HI,  96830,  808- 
923-4270,  www.newbies.net/htgo/ 

Iowa 

Iowa  Artistry,  PO  Box  75,  Cedar 
Rapids,  IA,  52406,  N/A 

Central  Illinois  Gender  Assoc.,  PO  Box 
1925,  Clinton,  IA,  52733,  319-242-4405 

QCAD  Group,  PO  Box  1534,  Davenport, 
IA,  52809,  319-323-5492 

Idaho 

Tri-States  Transgender  Group,  PO  Box 
6691,  Boise,  ID,  83707,  208-368-8669 

Illinois 

Central  Illinois  Gender  Assoc  (CIGA), 
P.O.  Box  3082,  Champaign,  IL,  60826- 
3082 

Chicago  Gender  Society,  PO  Box 
578005,  Chicago,  IL,  60657,  708-749- 
1202,  www.chicagogender.com 

Chi,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  40,  Wood  Dale,  IL, 


60191-0040,  708-383-1677 

Indiana 

IXE,  PO  Box  20710,  Indianapolis,  IN, 
46250,  317-971-6976,  members.aol.com/ 
ixe/fish/ 

Transgender  Outreach  of  N.  Indiana, 
Ltd.,  PO  Box  2372,  Portage,  IN,  46368, 
219-650-2142 

Kansas 

KCCAF  (Kansas  City  Crossdressers  S 
Friends),  PO  Box  4092,  Overland  Park, 
KS,  66204,  9I3‘791‘3847 

Kentucky 

BGB  Transgender  Support,  PO  Box 
20173,  Louisville,  KY,  40250,  502-346- 
5298,  www.transgender.org/bgb/ 

Louisiana 

Gulf  Gender  Alliance,  PO  Box  56836, 
New  Orleans,  LA,  70156-6836,  (504) 
943-1999,  www.gga.org 

Massachusetts 

Sunshine  Club,  PO  Box  564,  Hadley, 

MA,  01035-0564,  413-586-5004, 
www.umass.edu/stonewall/sunshine/ 

Innvestments,  PO  Box  2194,  Orleans, 
MA,  02653-3160,  508-563-3160, 
www.transgender.org/innv/ 

Tiffany  Club  of  New  England,  Inc.,  PO 
Box  71,  Waltham,  MA,  02454-0071,  781- 
891-9325,  www.tcne.org 

COMPASS,  PO  Box  229,  Waltham,  MA. 
02454-0229,  781-899-2212,  www.ifge.org 

TG  Support  Group,  36  Alpine  Rd, 
Wayland,  MA,  01778,  508-358-3512 

Maryland 

The  Bridge  Club,  PO  Box  11737, 
Baltimore,  MD,  21206-0337,  na 

Transgender  Support  Group  of 
Baltimore,  GLCC  of  Baltimore,  241  W. 
Chase  St.,  Baltimore,  MD,  21201,  410- 
837-5445  or  410-837-8888  (7-iopm) 

Chi  Epsilon  Sigma,  PO  Box  505, 
Brooklandville,  MD,  21022-0505, 
members.tripod.com/ 
Chesapeake_Tri_Ess/ 

Washington-Baltimore  Alliance,  PO 
Box  1994,  Silver  Spring,  MD,  20915,  301- 
649-3960.  www.transgender.org/wba/ 
contact/index,  html 

Maine 

Maine  Gender  Resource  S Support,  c/o 
Jean  Churchill,  PO  Box  1894,  Bangor, 
ME,  04402-1894 

Transsupport,  PO  Box  17622,  Portland, 
ME,  04101 

Michigan 

After  Six,  PO  Box  126,  Comstock  Park, 
MI,  49321 

IME  of  Western  Michigan,  PO  Box  1153, 
Grand  Rapids,  Ml,  49501,  Unknown 

Lambda  Mu,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  246, 
Moline,  Ml,  49335-0246, 
carla93sjuno.com, 
www.lambdamu.com 

TransGender  Michigan  517-347-3681, 
www.TransGenderMichiGan.org 
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Crossroads,  PO  Box  1245,  Royal  Oak, 

Ml,  48068-1245,  313-537-3267 

Friends  North,  Inc.,  PO  Box  562, 
Traverse  City,  Ml,  49685-0562,  (616) 
946-1804 

Minnesota 

Gender  Education  Center,  PO  Box  1861, 
Maple  Grove,  MN,  55311,  612-424-5445 

City  of  Lakes  Crossgender  Community, 
PO  Box  14844,  Minneapolis,  MN,  55414, 
651-229-3613 

Beta  Gamma,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  8591, 
Minneapolis,  MN,  55408,  i-877  4triess, 
www.tri-ess.com 

TransThursday,  c/o  District  202,  1601 
Nicolett  Ave  South,  Minneapolis,  MN, 
55403,  612-871-5559 

Tau  Epsilon  Mu,  PO  Box  40126,  St. 
paul,  MN,  55104,  1-877-487-4377, 
www.geocities.com/triessmn/ 

Missouri 

TransSisters,  4004  Troost  Ave.,  Kansas 
City,  MO,  64110,  816-753-7816 

St.  Louis  Gender  Foundation,  PO  Box 
9433,  St.  Louis,  MO,  63117,  314-367-4128 

Mississippi 

Southern  Belle  Society,  PO  Box  3112, 
Gulfport,  MS,  39505, 
members.xoom.com/RachelMc/ 

Montana 

Western  Montana  GLBT  Community 
Center,  615  Oak  ST,  Missoula,  MT, 
59801,  gaymontana.com/wmglcc 

North  Carolina 

Phoenix  Transgender  Support,  PO  Box 
18332,  Asheville,  NC,  28814,  828-669- 
3889 

Kappa  Beta,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  12101, 
Charlotte,  NC,  28220-2101,  704-565- 
5034.,  www.kappabeta.org 

Carolina  Transensual  Alliance  (CTA), 

112  Edwardia,  Charlotte,  NC,  27409 

Triad  Gender  Association,  PO  Box 
2264,  Jamestown,  NC,  27282-2264, 
(336)454-1493 

Sigma  Rho  Delta  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  90141, 
Raleigh,  NC,  27675-0141, 
www.geocities.com/SigmaRhoDelta/ 

NC  TG  Unity,  3201  Eluddlestone  Drive 
Apt  108,  Raleigh,  NC,  27612,  919-788- 
9830,  www.geocities.com/nctgunity/ 

Nebraska 

River  City  Gender  Alliance,  PO  Box 
8076,  Omaha,  NE,  68108, 
www.genderalliance.com 

New  Elampshire 

Tri-Ess  New  England,  PO  Box  7681, 
Nashau,  NH,  03o6o-768iNew  Jersey 

Chi  Delta  Mu,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  1,  River 
Edge,  NJ,  07661-0001,  800-484-7593 
(code  4985) 

Epsilon  Mu  Gamma,  PO  Box  4,  Three 
Bridges,  NJ,  08887,  717-364-2949, 
www.transgender.org/emg/ 

Sigma  Nu  Rho,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  9255, 
Trenton,  NJ,  08650,  (609)  392-1132 

New  Jersey  Support,  PO  Box  9378, 
Trenton,  NJ,  08650,  609-918-0603 

New  Mexico 

Transgender  Community  Group,  Meets 
at  the  University  of  New  Mexico, 
Albuquerque,  NM,  505-265-7655, 


www.tgnm.net 

Nevada 

Transsexual  Support  Group,  c/o 
Community  Counseling  Center,  1120 
Almond  Tree  Lane,  Las  Vegas,  NV,  702- 
369-8700 

Transgender  Supportand  Advocacy, 
Nevada,  1120  Almond  Tree  Lane,  Suite 
207,  Las  Vegas,  NV,  89108,  (702)  392- 
2132,  www.transgender.org/tg/ 
vegas_tg/index.htm 

Equinox,  8175  S Virginia,  Suite  850-256, 
Reno,  NV,  89511-8981,  www.eqi.com/ 

New  York 

TG1C,  PO  Box  13604,  Albany,  NY,  12212- 
3604,  518-436-4513 

Buffalo  Belles,  PO  Box  1701,  Amherst, 
NY,  14226,  (716)  879-0973, 
www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/ 
Village/3339/ 

Shades  of  Lavender,  502  Bergen  St, 
Brooklyn,  NY,  11217,  718-622-2910  ext- 
104 

CrossDressers  International,  404  W 
40th  St  *2,  New  York,  NY,  10018,  212- 
570-7389 

Metropolitan  Gender  Network,  561 
Hudson  St. , Box  45,  New  York,  NY, 
10014,  201-794-1665,  ext.  332 

Gender  Identity  Project  at  the  Lesbian 
S Gay  Community  Services  Center, 

One  Little  West  12th  Street,  New  York, 
NY,  10014,  212-620-7310, 
www.gaycenter.org 

CD'Network,  PO  Box  92055,  Rochester, 
NY,  14692,  716-251-2132 

Rochester  Transgender  organization, 
C/O  Gay  Alliance  of  the  Genesee 
Valley;  179  Atlantic  Avenue,  Rochester, 
NY,  14607,  716-442-2425 

Expressing  Our  Nature,  Inc.,  c/o  Pride 
Community  Center,  PO  Box  6608,  745 
N Salina  St.,  Syracuse,  NY,  13217-6608, 
315-476-1658 

LIFE,  PO  Box  1311,  Watermill,  NY,  11976- 
1311 

MeNTA,  c/o  The  Loft  180  E Post  Rd  LL, 
White  Plains,  NY,  10601,  914-948-2987, 
www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/ 
Club/9166/ 

Ohio 

Crossport,  PO  Box  1692,  Cincinnati, 

OH,  45204,  513-919-4850, 

www.transgender.org/crossprt/ 

crossprt.htm 

Paradise  Club,  PO  Box  29564, 
Cleveland,  OH,  44129,  216-586-9292, 
www.tgfmall.com/tg/para 

Crystal  Club,  PO  Box  287, 
Reynoldsburg,  OH,  43068-0287,  614- 
844-5371,  www.tgender.net/cc 

Alpha  Omega,  PO  Box  2053,  Sheffield 
Lake,  OH,  44054-0053,  216-556-0067, 
www.triess-alphaomega.org 

Oklahoma 

Gender  Outreach  of  Oklahoma,  P.0 
Box  2687,  Tulsa,  OK,  74101,  918-743- 
4297,  www.koolpages.com/genderok/ 

Oregon 

Rho  Gamma,  PO  Box  5551,  Grants  Pass, 
OR,  97527 

Intermountain  Transgender  Outreach, 
1524  Monroe  Ave.,  La  Grande,  OR, 
97850,  541-962-3466 


Northwest  Gender  Alliance,  PO  Box 
4928,  Portland,  OR,  97208,  503-646- 
2802,  www.nwgapdx.org 

Pennsylvania 

Renaissance  - Lehigh  Valley,  PO  Box 
3624,  Allentown,  PA,  18106,  610-821- 
2955 

Erie  Sisters,  1903  West  8th  St  "261,  Erie, 
PA,  16505 

Renaissance,  Lower  Susquehanna 
Valley,  PO  Box  2122,  Harrisburg,  PA, 
17105-2122,  717-780-1578, 
www.ezonline.com/lsv/ 

Transpitt,  PO  Box  3214,  Pittsburgh,  PA, 
15230,  412-422-1558,  www.transpitt.org 

TSG  (Transsexual  Support  Group), 

6020  Penn  Circle  South,  Pittsburgh, 

PA,  15206,  412-661-7030 

Renaissance,  Greater  Philadelphia, 

987  Old  Eagle  School  Road,  Suite  719, 
Wayne,  PA,  19087,  610-975-9119, 
www.ren.org 

Tennessee 

Swans,  PO  Box  12701,  Knoxville,  TN, 
37912-2701,  www.transgender.org/ 
swans/index.html 

Mirror  Image,  PO  Box  11052,  Memphis, 
TN,  38111-1052 

Tennessee  Vais,  PO  Box  92335, 
Nashville,  TN,  37209,  615-664-6883, 
www.transgender.org/tg/tvals/ 

Texas 

West  Texas  Gender  Alliance,  c/o  Tami 
Maloney,  5350  Llano  St.,  Abilene,  TX, 
79605 

Central  Texas  Transgender  Society,  PO 
Box  300487,  Austin,  TX,  78705,  512-452- 
1145,  www.cttgs.org 

Texas  Assoc,  for  Transsexual  Support 
(T.A.T.S.),  PO  Box  142,  Bellaire,  TX, 
77401,  281-437-2975, 
www.genderweb.org/tats 

Alpha  Tau,  PO  Box  1398,  Georgetown, 
TX,  78627 

Gulf  Coast  Transgender  Community, 

PO  Box  66643,  Houston,  TX,  77266,  713- 
780-GCTC  (4282) 

Spouses  8 Partners  International 
Conference  for  Education  (SPICE), 

8880  Bellaire  B2  "104,  Houston,  TX, 
77036,  713-347-8747 

Tau  Chi,  Tri-Ess,  8800  Bellaire  B2,  Ste. 
104,  Houston,  TX,  77036,  713-988-8064 

Metroplex  CD  Club,  PO  Box  141924, 
Irving,  TX,  75014-1924,  972-264-7103, 
www.flash.net/domega 

Austin  Second  Image,  PO  Box  679, 
Leander,  TX,  78641,  512-515-5460 

Epsilon  Tau,  Tri-Ess,  PO  Box  945,  New 
Waverly,  TX,  77358,  409-344-6014 

Nu  Epsilon  Tau,  PO  Box  14096, 

Pantego,  TX,  76094,  214-490-5738 

Utah 

An  Engendered  Species,  PO  box  11897, 
Salt  Lake  City,  UT,  84147,  801-364-0136 

Western  Transsexuals  Support 
Network,  4667  Holladay  Blvd,  *2,  Salt 
Lake  City,  UT,  84117,  801-277-8025, 
home.earthlink.net/bethann48/utah/ 
index  html 

Virginia 

Transgender  Education  Association, 

PO  Box  16036,  Arlington,  VA,  22215,  301- 


949-3822,  www.tgea.net 

Washington 

Bellingham  Gender  Group,  PO  Box 
2004,  Bellingham,  WA,  98227,  360-445- 
3461,  www.bellinghamgendergroup.org 

Washington  Gender  Alliance,  PO  Box 
2261,  Bellingham,  WA,  98227 

Emerald  City,  PO  Box  31318,  Seattle, 

WA,  98103,  425-827-9494 

Ingersoll  Gender  Center,  1812  E. 
Madison,  Suite  106,  Seattle,  WA,  98122- 
2843,  206-329-6651  Fax  206-860-6064, 
www.ingersollcenter.org 

Wisconsin 

Gemini  Gender  Group,  P.O.Box  44211, 
Milwaukee,  WI,  53214,  414-297-9328 

West  Virginia 

The  Valley  Girls,  P.O.Box  181,  Dunbar, 
WV,  25064-0181,  www.pridewv.com/tvg 

Trans-West  Virginia,  PO  Box  2322, 
Huntington,  WV,  25724 

CANADA 

Alberta 

Illusions  Social  Club,  PO  Box  2000, 
Calgary  T2C-1B4,  403-486-9661, 

Phi  Sigma,  Tri-Ess,  Box  81115,  755  Lake 
Bonavista  Dr.  S.E.  T2C-1B4 

British  Columbia 

Kootenays  Support  Group,  Box  270, 
Rossland,  VoG  1Y0,  250-362-5701, 

Cornbury  Society,  PO  Box  3745, 
Vancouver,  V6B-3Z1,  N/A, 

Zenith  Foundation,  Box  46,  8415 
Granville  St.,  Vancouver,  V6P  4Z9 

Transcend  Transgender  Support  S 
Education  Society,  PO  Box  8673, 
Victoria,  V8X  3S2,  (250)  413-3220 

Manitoba 

Masquerade,  c/o  832  Corydon  Ave., 
Winnipeg,  R3M  0Y2 

Ontario 

Ottawa  TS  Discussion  Group,  PO  Box 
42067,  RPO  St  Laurent,  Ottawa  KiK  4L8 

Gender  Metaphor,  PO  Box  27097, 
Ottawa,  KiJ  9L9 

Chrysalis,  349A  George  St.  N,  Suite  206, 
Peterborough,  K9H  3P9 

Xpressions,  PO  Box  223,  Station  A, 
Toronto,  M5W  1B2,  416-410-6949, 
www.Xpressions.org 
S O S.  Club,  519  Church  St,  Toronto, 

M4Y  2C9,  <4i6)-392-6874, 
webhome.idirect.com/players 

Gender  Mosaic,  PO  Box  7421,  Vanier, 
K1L-8E4,  (819)  770-1945, 
www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/ 
9630/ 

Quebec 

Action  Sante:  Travesti(e)s  et 
Transsexuel(le)s  du  Quebec,  1626  Rue 
St-Hubert,  Montreal,  (514)  847-0067, 

Club  MET,  4113  Dorion  St.,  Montreal, 
H2K-3B8,  , 


Lady  Like  • 


The  Lady  Like  Reader  Makeover 

Starring  LadyLike  Reader  ‘3<vi&<vua, 


Wth  the  success  of  Sydney's  makeover  in  issue 
#51  it  was  apparent  that  we  needed  to  outdo 
ourselves  for  this  issue.  What  better  spot  to 
find  a whole  flock  of  LL  readers  than  our  Paradise  in  The 
Poconos  event.  After  great  consideration  and  debate  we 
decided  on  Barbara  as  our  victim...  we  mean  grateful  re- 
cipient. With  the  makeup  aid  of  The  Witches  of  Queens 
and  the  hair  magic  of  Donna  Miller  of  Donna's  Hair  Stu- 
dio & Boutique  we  definitely  out  did  ourselves.  What  (and 
who)  are  we  gonna  do  for  the  next  issue? 


Look  where?  Over  here? 


Kathy  of  The  Witches  of  Queens  shows  us  it’s 
important  to  blend,  blend,  blend. 


The  hair  is  in  place.  What  lip  color? 


The  Witches  of  Queens 

magic  in  makeup  by  design 
exclusively  for  Paradise  In  The  Poconos 

Jaini  • Kathy  • Amanda 


Donna  Miller  digs  into  those  blonde  tresses. 
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The  LaOy  Lfke  Reader  Makeover 


Many  thanks  to  our  makeover  team:  Kathy  of  The 
Witches  of  Queens,  Donna  Miller  from  Donna's  Hair 
Studio  & Boutique  and  Lauri  and  Holly  of  Guys  As 

Dolls  for  her  magical  camera  work.  Once  again  we 
prove  that  any  girl  can  look  like  a super  model...  if  she 
has  a good  support  team  in  her  corner. 


Who  will  be  the  next  LadyLike  Reader 
Makeover ? It  could  be  you. 
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▲ Marilyn  Williams,  PO  Box 
1185,  Altoona  PA  16603 


Renee  Miller,  503  Keystone  St, 
Waterloo  IA  50703  ▼ 


▲ Charlotte  Davis,  PO  Box  835 
Savannah  GA  31402 


▲ Jane  Debra  Martin, 

PO  Box  26691  Wauwautosa 
Wl  53226 


A Rachel  Storm,  PO  Box  2295, 
Pahoa  HI  96778 


Dee  Sinclair,  PO  Box  210841 
Columbia  SC  29221  ▼ 
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This  season  is  an  exciting  time  for  us  here  at  AFI.  We  are  presenting 
our  fifth  season  of  new  clothing  especially  made  for  the  crossdresser 
community.  We  have  added  many  new  exciting  styles  and  colors 
and  hope  that  you  will  enjoy  the  correctly  fitting  garments  made  with 
wider  shoulders,  lowered  waistlines,  longer  sleeves  and  more  narrow 
hips.  If  you  want  to  see  a free  brochure  of  our  best  selling  items, 
Please  call  to  receive  a free  color  brochure  or  if  you 

want  the  full  catalog,  then  send  $2.00  to  the  address  listed  below  and 
we  will  be  sure  to  get  a catalog  right  out  to  you.  To  order  any  of  the 
clothing  in  this  ad  - provide  your  chest  and  waist  measurement  on 
the  order  form  and  we  will  send  you  the  correctly  sized  garment. 

Style:  #2700 

Amazing  new  bra  with  sheer  cups  that  makes 
it  look  like  your  silicone  breasts  are 
really  yours!  White  or  Black 
Sizes:  36-40B,  36-44C,  38-44D,  40  -44DD 
Low  Price  $34.95 

(#27Q0BR)  With  matching  breastforms 
$ 314.99 


The  ultimate  in  realistic  breastwear.  Our 
silicone  forms  are  made  of  the  highest 
quailty  silicone  for  the  best  feel  and  the 
nipple  is  specially  made  to  be  realistic  and 
more  projected  plus  the  finish  is  a matte 
finish  so  they  look  more  realistic  when 
attached.  Sizes:  B,  D,  D,  DD.  make  sure  you 
specify  your  chest  size  when  ordering. 

Price  for  pair  $279.95.  Price  with  adhesive 
and  remover  $294.95  (Style  #BFCLB) 


Style:  #SUIT01 

Great  new  feminine  Slimming  suit.  Made  in 
premium  stretch  poly  - made  to  accenuate 
the  figure  with  a nipped  waist  and  slightly 
flared  bottom  on  the  jacket.  Comes  with 
matching  1 7 inch  skirt.  Full  front  zipper  for 
versatility.  Colors:  All  Season  Off  White  or 
Black 

Sizes:  Chest  (34  - 48)  Waist  (26  - 42) 

Low  Price : 

Less  then  42  chest  $71.10 
43  chest  and  over  $ 78. 1 5 


V 


Send  Your  order  to  : BVP  • PO  Box  156  • Wyncote  PA  19095 


Contact  Information: 
Makes  Checks  to: 

Best  Value  Products 
Orders:  215-881-9470 
Fax:  215-881-2214 
Brochure:  1-800-222-1427 
e-mail:  bvp5000@aol.com 


Shipping  costs: 

$33 -$100  add  $7.00. 
$100  - $293  add  $12.00 
Over  $294  add  $1 7.00 


Credit  cards  Accepted 
Visa/MC/  Discover/  AMEX 

Card  # 

Exp.  Date: 

Signature: 


Item  # 

Qty 

Color 

Price 

Total 

LLAD 

1 Sub  Total 

Shipping/  Handling  (see  left) 
(PA  Residents  only)  State  Tax  ( 6%) 
Total 

Name 


Address 


City_ 


State  _ 


Zip, 


you  ml  look  your 
eminine  bestuith  our  fantastic 
genital  hiding  undergarment. 
Worn  like  a thong  pantu,  out 
uniquely  designed  gafy  will 
make  gou  look  smooth  and 
ladylike  under  the  tightest 
garmen  ts  all  the  time! 


SPECIAL  OFFER! 


Purchase  four  gaffs,  one  of  each  color 
Black,  White,  Red  and  Nude/B 
for  only  $99.00. 

That's  like  getting 
one  gaff  FREE! 

You  pick  the  size  and 
enjoy  the  savings! 


9ill  out  your  hips  and 
derriere  uith  our  oun  uniquely  styled 
!our-padded  panty.  Our  removable 
pads  and  farm  lycra  Mill  make  you 
>k 


Availalbe  in:  Black,  Nude/Beige 
Sizes:  S (28-30”),  M (32-34"),  L (36-38”), 
XL  (40-42"),  2X  (44-46")  Price:  $40.00 
Additional  4-pack  of  foam  pads:  $5.00 


Please  Visit  Our  Websites:  www.cross-dress.com 
wwW.drag-queen.com  • www.AIIHeelsForlVlen.com 


DESCRIPTION  QTY  COLOR  SIZE  PRICE  TOTAL 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE 


SHIPPING  & HANDLING: 

$7.00  1st  item 

$3.00  each  additional  item 

FL  residents  add  6%  state  tax. 


TELEPHONE  NUMBER 

Make  checks  or  money  orders  payable  to  SECRETS. 


SUB  TOTAL 
S&H 
FL  TAX 
TOTAL 


CREDIT  CARD  # 
SIGNATURE 


EXP  DATE 


SEND  IN  YOUR  ORDER  TO: 

SECRETS 

4509  N.  Pine  Island  Road  • Sunrise.  FL  33351 
OR  CALL:  (954)  748-5855 


VISA 


WHEN  IN  SOUTH  FLORIDA,  PLEASE  VISIT  OUR  RETAIL  STORE  FOR  ALL  YOUR  CROSSDRESSING  NEEDS: 

CEf*QETC  4509  N.  Pine  Island  Road  ...  "7  yio  CQCC 
vCWnC  I w Sunrise,  Florida  33351  954  / TU'wOvv 
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Alison  Gayle,  PO  Box  140  Buffalo  NY  14213  ▼ 


Kristen  S,  PMB  177,  360-23 
W Schick  Rd,  Bloomingdale 
IL  60108  ▼ 


▲ Stephanie  McCall,  1785  N Willow  Woods 
Dr.,  Anaheim  CA  92807 


J 0 Merch,  PO  Box  2672 
Austin  TX  78768  ▼ 


A Cris  Fox,  PO  Box  20173 
Louisville  KY  40250 


A Beverly  FWD  3903 


Bobbie  Young,  101  Boardwalk  #801 
AC  NJ  08401  T 


Rhonda  FWD  3607T 
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On  My  Mind... 


I'd  like  to  thank  ev- 
eryone who  expressed 
their  sympathies  on  my 
pending  divorce.  Your 
kind  words  were  a great 
boost.  And  I also  want 
to  thank  those  who  sent 
their  regards  to  Betty, 
too.  We  are  trying  to 
stay  friendly  through 
this.  After  all,  we  have 
two  great  kids  and  I fully  expect  grandchildren  someday 
so  there's  no  way  our  lives  will  ever  be  totally 
untwined.  So  far,  all  is  well, 

On  to  the  business  of  the  community. 

Quo  Vadis?  [Where  are  we  going?]  In  the  "good  old 
days"  of  the  late  1 980s  and  early  1 990's  there  were 
many  voices  speaking  out  for  transgender  rights.  Sup- 
port groups  were  springing  up  all  over  the  country.  It 
looked  to  me  as  if  we  were  headed  for  a gender  renais- 
sance. The  future  held  great  promise.  We  were  learning 
to  work  together  for  common  goals. 

As  reluctant  as  the  International  Foundation  for  Gen- 
der Education  (IFGE)  was  to  take  the  mantle,  most 
people  saw  it  as  the  "umbrella  organization"  for  the  rest 
of  the  t-community.  There  was  a Congress  of  Transgen- 
der Groups  to  foster  intra-group  communication  and 
work  on  community  projects.  We  had  a coalition  mak- 
ing presentations  at  professional  conferences  and  we 
were  making  real  progress  there. 

But  none  of  that  co-operative  effort  has  survived.  It's 
like  we're  back  in  the  Dark  Ages.  Every  group  seems  to 
be  on  its  own  and  waning,  slowly  dying  a death  of 
membership  attrition.  There  seems  to  be  no  real  leader- 
ship in  the  community. 

A perfect  example  of  how  bad  off  we  are  is  the  Gen- 
der March  on  Washington  which  I mentioned  in  issue 
# 50.  After  what  seem  like  a great  start,  the  whole  idea 
has  collapsed  on  itself.  There  was  no  leadership  so  the 
idea  just  flopped  around  for  a while  and  finally  tanked. 
No  one  seems  really  interested  in  such  an  event.  We've 
pulled  the  GMoW  from  the  Transgender  Fund  website. 

And  there's  another  sore  point  with  me.  Money. 
There's  gobs  of  money,  oodles  of  money,  a veritable 
surfeit  of  money  in  this  community.  It's  everywhere  you 
look:  Hundred  dollar  wigs;  Two  hundred  fifty  dollar 
breastforms;  Three  hundred  dollar  sequin  dresses;  Jew- 


elry; shoes;  purses;  electrolysis,  hormones,  cosmetic  sur- 
gery, and  more.  But  ask  someone  to  part  with  $25  or 
$50  for  a charitable  purpose  and  you'd  think  everyone 
was  in  the  poorhouse.  Oh,  please!  What  a bunch  of  self- 
absorbed,  selfish  egomaniacs  you  are. 

I was  asked  to  be  part  of  an  organization  that  was  going 
to  raise  money  for  a major  transgender  event.  I said  "If  ev- 
ery person  who  is  sitting  on  the  board  of  directors  puts  up 
$1000,  I'll  add  a thousand  and  we'll  have  the  seed  money 
we  need  to  go  forward."  That  idea  went  over  like  a lead 
balloon.  But  my  feeling  was  how  can  I ask  anyone  to 
make  a donation  if  the  so-called  "leadership"  isn't  willing 
to  make  one?  Where's  the  example? 

Here's  another  hot  button  of  mine,  transgendered  attor- 
neys are  constantly  asked  to  do  legal  work  for  free.  Why? 
Would  you  ask  your  local  mechanic  to  repair  your  car  for 
free?  No,  you  pay  for  competent  work  to  be  done.  So, 
why  do  people  expect  these  two  to  work  for  free?  The 
Transgender  Fund  is  trying  to  develop  monies  for  a Na- 
tional Center  for  Transgender  Rights  (NCTR).  Such  an  en- 
tity would  be  able  to  give  free  legal  advice  and/or  fund 
attorneys  to  do  legal  work  for  the  community. 

The  last  bit  I want  to  discuss  is  a rumor  that  the  Sixth 
International  Congress  on  Sex  and  Gender  will  be  held 
in  Chicago.  Not  so!  Back  in  1 999  when  the  Fourth  Con- 
gress was  held  in  Philadelphia,  it  was  decided  then  that 
the  Fifth  would  be  in  Australia  (which  it  was  this  year) 
and  the  Sixth  would  be  held  in  Manchester,  England, 
site  of  the  Third  Congress,  hosted  by  Stephen  Whittle.  If 
anyone  tries  to  tell 
you  different,  tell 
them  it  ain't  so! 

Finally,  we  owe 
an  apology  to  the 
lady  holding  the 
guitar  at  right.  In  the 
last  issue  we  printed 
her  photo  with  the 
name  Donna.  That 
was  incorrect.  Her 
real  name  is  Rox- 
anne Raven  Storm 
and  we  do  apolo- 
gize for  the  goof. 

Stay  frosty! 

JoAnn  Roberts  Roxanne  Raven  stori 


Live  Your  Favorite  Dream  Fantasy 


LAS  VEGAS 


Escorted  Nights  On  The  Town 
T G Weddings 
Celebrity  Makeovers 
Showgirl 

MW 

Schoolgirl  fjl  1 

Maid  iMKS/KKm. 


Little  Girl 


Your  special  fantasy  starts  with  a fabulous  makeover  with  wardrobe  and  wig,  followed 
by  a digital  photo  session.  Next  a private  hmo  coidd  whisk  you  en  femme  on  a tour  of  ■ 
exciting  Las  Vegas  or  you  could  spend  the  day  in  our  safe  and  discrete  Marilyn  Room  g 

Fantasy  Makeovers  Only  At  The  Glamour  Boutique,  Las  Vegas 

Call  (866-692-1800)  or  e-mail  (glamourboutique2@aol.com)  for  more  details,  prices  and 
available  dates.  This  service  is  available  at  our  Las  Vegas  store  only. 

, / JfWf%  Tfie  (Best  Quality,  Service  Sr  (Prices 

MML  'ijJv;  \ i 
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The  Best  Online 
Resource. 


Hands  down,  TGForum  is  the 
best,  most  comprehensive, 
most  up  to  dateTG  resource  on 
the  net  today. 


Where  else  will  you  get  50 
weeks  of  compelling  news,  ad- 
vice, and  entertainment?  In  a 
word,  nowhere,  because  no  one 
provides  the  breadth  and  depth 
of  content  that  TGForum 
does! 


www.tgforum.com 


Plus,  we  offer  resources  second 
to  none.  Want  to  know  where  to 
buy...  anything?  Visit  our  Shop- 
ping mall.  Want  your  own  private 
email  account  or  a personal  web 
page?  We  offer  that,  too,  no  ex- 
tra charge.  All  this  for  $0.75  a 
week?  You  better  believe  it! 
Check  out  the  free  edition,  then 
subscribe  to  get  to  all  the  good- 
ies. 


TGForum  is  brought  to  you  by  3-D  Communications,  Inc.,  a transgender  owned  and 
operated  web  presence.  Contact  us  about  getting  your  organization  or  business  on  the 
Worldwide  Web.  [webmaster@tgforum.com] 


All  the  news  you  want...  all  the  information  you  need...  and  a place  to  call  home! 


